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    INDIA AFRICA AGRIBUSINESS FORUM 
10-11 FEBRUARY 2016, FEDERATION HOUSE, TANSEN MARG, NEW DELHI 

 

 

Tentative Program  

 

Day 1: Wednesday, 10
th

 February 2016  
 

09.00 – 10.30 Registration 
 

10.30 – 11.30 Inaugural Session  

• Welcome Address by President, FICCI 

• Address by Africa representative (AUC/ECA)  

• Special address by Indian Minister  

• Address by Chief Guest  

• Launch of Theme paper  

• Vote of Thanks by FICCI   

 
  

11.30 – 11.45 Networking Tea Break 
  

11.45 - 13.00 

  

Ministerial Session :                                                                                                

 

India & Africa partnership in agriculture: mapping the opportunities and mitigating the 

challenges 

 

With over 22% of total landmass and one-third of global population, India and Africa are 

uniquely positioned to collaborate across the agrifood value chain. While India is looking at 

ushering in 2
nd

 green revolution, Africa with an unprecedented focus on agriculture is 

working extensively to unlock the latent potential of the sector through initiatives that 

match the needs and opportunities across the continent.  

 

This session will have senior ministers dwell upon the key challenges faced by the sector; 

share the emerging trends and the policies being adopted to respond to these trends to 

create economic opportunities; highlight the new emerging models and identify the key 

opportunities for partnership between Indi and Africa across the agrifood value chain 

(inputs & farm mechanization, food processing & value addition, access to markets, agri 

infrastructure & logistics and commercial farming)  

 
  

13.00 – 14.00 Networking Lunch 
 

14.00 – 15.15 The food security narrative: inclusive and sustainable models                      

 

With less than 3 percent of the world’s arable land, India has made significant agricultural 

and technological advancements to gain self-sufficiency in food grain production and 

become one of the biggest international agricultural producers. However, with growing 

population and rapid urbanization, the stress is palpable and innovative measures for 

sustaining food security are being explored. On the other hand Sub-Saharan Africa, 

housing 60% of the world’s uncultivated, arable land still significantly depends on overseas 

food imports to ensure food supply to a rapidly increasing population.  
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Day 2: Thursday, 11
th

 February 2016  
 

This session will deliberate on harnessing collective strength of Africa and India at various 

stages of production, storage and distribution for attaining food security. There will be 

special focus on how private sector can immensely contribute in driving growth in this 

sector through various models at bilateral levels, third country partnerships, buy back 

arrangements etc. The discussions will cover various aspects like commercial farming, 

climate smart agriculture, agri infrastructure development, building capacities, pro-

agriculture policy eco-system, bolstering institutions etc that are essential ingredients for 

attaining food security. 

 
  

15.15 – 15.30 Networking Tea Break 
  

15.30 – 16.45 Empowering Agriculture Ecosystem in Africa by leveraging Indian Innovation, Science 

and Technology 

 

Innovation ecosystem in India is thriving earning the country reputation of top destination 

for innovation, Science and technology. The enabling infrastructure provided by the 

government as well as the private sector is serving as a catalyst kicking in innovations for 

the bottom of pyramid segment for effective and sustainable growth. A lot of these 

innovations are in agrifood space and given that India and Africa face similar challenges in 

the sector, both sides can benefit through knowledge and technology sharing. India can 

play a critical role in building an analogous innovation led culture in Africa.  

This session will highlight some key opportunities for collaboration between India and 

Africa in Agrifood sector with a focus of easily adaptable, affordable and accessible 

models. The discourse will cover innovation trends in high attention areas like Seed 

technology, ICT in agriculture, Climate Smart agriculture, Precision agriculture, Innovative 

technologies for integrated pest & nutrient management, etc; explore possibility of 

‘diffusion of innovations’ between India & Africa and also Identify areas of human and 

institutional capacity development to foster innovation & facilitate effective dissemination 

of technologies  

 
 

16.45 

onwards 

B2B’s 

  

 

10.00 - 11.30 Transforming agriculture through farm inputs and machinery: Opportunities for 

collaboration 

 

Modern farm inputs (improved seeds, quality fertilizers and crop protection products) and 

state-of-the-art machinery are critical in building productive capacities of any nation in 

agrifood sector. This session with specific focus on seeds, agro-chemicals and farm 

machinery will identify the existing engagements between India and Africa and going 

beyond, what could be the future trends. The participants will also deliberate on the possible 

partnership models that could be looked at in future both at B2B as well as B2G levels for 

building the transformative capacities in the sector.  

  
  

11.30 - 11.45 Networking Tea Break 

  

11.45 - 13.00 From farm to supermarkets: developing infrastructure and adequate marketing linkages  

 

Africa’s Food Markets are reported to have the potential to create one trillion dollar 

opportunity by 2030. Value creation opportunities in food processing, developing adequate 

infrastructure and providing access to efficient markets to mainstream the farmers in global 
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 value chains will be at the core of it.   

 

This session will map the opportunities for private sector for partnership with Africa in the 

food processing sector, specifically taking into account Africa’s needs and priorities. The 

panelists will identify the opportunities and potential solutions through private sector and 

PPP model to overcome the infrastructural bottlenecks. They will also dwell on the 

sustainable marketing models in the era where marketing systems are undergoing rapid 

transformation with traditional marketing channels being replaced by coordinated links 

between farmers, processors, retailers and others, particularly for the export sector and for 

supplies to local processors and supermarkets.  

 
  

13.00–14.00 Networking Lunch 
 

14.00– 15.15 Innovative financing for sustained growth - The way forward                        

Global developments in the past decade have triggered a surge in investments in Agriculture 

in Africa. India has also over last six decades developed various indigenous financing models 

that have spurred the growth of the sector and supported the marginal as well as 

commercial farmers. Today, when India and Africa are looking at engaging extensively in the 

agrifood sector, with a significant chunk of it driven by private sector, it is very pertinent to 

identify the innovative sources for financing trade, joint ventures, green field investments as 

well as technology transfers. These finances can come from donors, development banks, 

commercial banks, export-import banks and even as reinvestments from farmers 

themselves.  

 

This session will evaluate different agri-financing models adopted by India and Africa; 

identify successful agri-financing models in African and Indian context; help industry 

understand the new ways of financing agrifood ventures and suggest imperatives for 

government and industry to support such models.     

 
  

15.15 

onwards 

Networking Tea break 

 

B2B meetings and site visits 
  


