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opportunities that would allow both partners to help each other grow and 
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There could arguably be no better time than now for India and Japan to add greater substance to 

the bilateral relations. Prime Minister Manmohan Singh's visit to Japan is happening at a time 

when there has been a remarkable surge of Japanese interest in India on the back of economic 

reforms and impressive growth that have further opened up the prospects of doing business in 

India.  

The expanding economic relations are reflected in the bilateral trade which has seen substantial 

growth in 2011-12. There is however, a "great creative potential" for both the countries in many 

areas which remains to be tapped. India offers more such huge opportunities, particularly in the 

infrastructure sector. In the next 20 years, the pace of urbanisation in India will pick up and this 

will pose a bigger challenge of supply of transportation and water. Japan with its unique 

capabilities in these areas, can combine its excellent technologies, operational knowhow, human 

resources and finances in taking the India-Japan partnership ahead. There would be an 

opportunity to discuss a high-speed railway project that involves the introduction of an efficient 

trasportation system in India during Prime Minister Manmohan Singh's visit.  

India has sought Japanese investment and expertise in agriculture related sectors, especially the 

setting up of an integrated value chain and 46 fullyequipped agro processing zones or parks. This 

is one area where Japanese technology and experience could be of much help and FICCI would 



be happy to facilitate tie ups in this area.  

The other major area of collaboration could be energy, the deficit of which plagues both 

countries. India and Japan have already launched an India-Japan Energy Dialogue under which 

extensive deliberations are on to forge cooperation in energy efficiency and conservation, 

renewable energy, petroleum and natural gas. With Japan now open to development of nuclear 

energy in India, the estimated USD 100 bn Indian nuclear energy market could be an attractive 

prospect for Mitsubishi, Hitachi and Toshiba which can bring their advance civil nuclear energy 

technologies to India and set up projects. There is considerable room for optimism on the future 

of India-Japan relations under the Abe Government. The framework for cooperation is already in 

place in strategic and economic arenas. The focus now has to be on effective utilisation and 

implementation of opportunities that would allow both partners to help each other grow and 

prosper.  
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