
Anupriya Patel, MoS, Health and Family Welfare, launches FLO Health 

Initiative: Nurturing the Nurturer 

Felicitates Vijay Bharthi Rangarajan, Neerja Malik, and Lisa Ray with FLO Cancer 

Crusader Award 

  

NEW DELHI, 21 September 2017: Ms. Anupriya Patel, Minister of State, Health and Family 

Welfare, Government of India, today launched the FICCI Ladies Organisation’s 

(FLO) ‘National Health Initiative for Women: Nurturing the Nurturers’ and felicitated three 

inspirational women - Dr. Vijay Bharthi Rangarajan, Neerja Malik, and Lisa Ray - with 

the FLO Cancer Crusader Award. 

  

Ms. Patel said that the government was working towards creating awareness about cancer 

and was promoting screening for early detection of cancer. Timely diagnosis would help in 

bringing down the mortality rate of patients and reducing the cost of treatment. She added 

that various initiatives had been undertaken by the government to provide healthcare 

facilities and centres in remote and inaccessible areas of the country. 

  

She said that treatment of cancer had financial implications which were very high. Therefore, 

the government was providing financial assistance to cancer patients below the poverty line. 

It was also enhancing the tertiary care facilities for cancer in the country. Assistance was also 

being provided for setting up 20 State Cancer Institutes (SCI) and 50 Tertiary Care Cancer 

Centres (TCCC) in different parts of the country.    

  

On the occasion, a white paper by FLO-EY ‘Call for Action: Expanding Cancer Care for 

Women’ was released by the Minister. The paper focuses on women specific cancers such as 

breast, cervix, ovary, gall bladder, lung, thyroid and mouth. Of the 2,000 new women 

diagnosed with cancer every year, at least 1,200 of them are detected in late stages of the 

disease. Late detection reduces 5 year survival by 3 to 17 times for breast & cervical cancer 

respectively and increases cost of treatment by a staggering 1.5-2 times making it 

unaffordable for >90% of the population of India. Investment of USD 6 billion is required by 

the government and private sector for servicing at least 40%-50% of the suffering patients 

over next 5 years. Thus there is an urgent call for action for all stakeholders for clearly 

articulated action plans both at the policy and implementation levels.” 

  

Apollo Hospitals have partnered with FLO for this important health initiative and a MoU was 

signed and exchanged between Ms. Vasvi Bharat Ram, President, FLO, and Dr Anupam Sibal, 

Group Medical Director, Apollo Hospitals Group, Senior Pediatric Gastroenterologist and 

Hepatologist, Indraprastha Apollo Hospitals, Delhi, during the programme. 

  

Ms. Vasvi Bharat Ram said, “To accelerate women's participation in the process of economic 

development and achieving the goal of women empowerment, FLO has conceptualised the 

Health Initiative. With this initiative, we hope to create awareness and arm women with 

knowledge that will help them take better care of themselves.” She added, “Nurturing the 

Nurturer initiative will try and have a 360 degree view on women’s health issues. We would 

like to initially focus on breast, cervical and other forms of cancer related to women.” 

  



Sharing her story of surviving cancer, Ms. Lisa Ray, Actor, Philanthropist & Cancer 

Crusader, said that she chronicled her experiences in a her blog the ‘Yellow Diaries’ to spread 

awareness about the illness. She had also announced her illness publicly at the Toronto 

International Film Festival to help in removing the stigma attached with the disease. She 

added that women must give priority and look after their health, harmony and healing to 

provide the same to others. 

  

Dr. Sameer Kaul, Senior Consultant - Surgical Oncology & Robotics, Apollo Hospitals, said 

that FLO should assist the government in running awareness campaigns and screening for 

cervical and breast cancer. Also, national treatment guidelines should be formulated and the 

National Cancer Registry Program must be augmented. 
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