
JHARKHAND – A GENERAL OVERVIEW 

Jharkhand is located in the eastern region of India. It was bifurcated from the 
southern part of Bihar on 15 November 2000.  It is a land locked territory bounded by 
the State of Bihar in the north, West Bengal on the east, Orissa in the south and 
Chhattisgarh in the west.  

The State comprises 24 districts with the capital being Ranchi. Rivers like Koel, 
Subarnarekha, Damodar, Barakar, Ajoi, Mor, Konar and Bokaro flow in the State and 
this explains the potential of hydel power in the State.  

Climate of the State in general is tropical with hot summers and cold winters. 
Maximum rainfall occurs from July to September accounting for more than 90 
percent of total rainfall in the State  

The State is generously endowed with mineral wealth. It has some of the richest 
deposits of iron and coal in the world, apart from being part of one of the most 
industrialized regions in the country.  

Besides minerals, it is gifted with adequate water resources, relatively moderate 
climate and a very fertile land providing tremendous scope for horticulture and 
floriculture. 

The State offers a large pool of trained manpower, good educational and technical 
institutions, research laboratories, favourable industrial climate and a good rail, road 
and telecommunication network. 

Demographic Details:   

Number of District:  24  

Total Area (in sq km): 79,714  

Total Population (in million):  32.97 (Male 16.93; Female 16.04)  

Density of Population (per sq km): 414  

Sex Ratio: (947 females per 1000 males)   

Literacy Rate (%):  Males 78.45 Females 56.21  

Hindu: 68.10, Muslims: 13.80, Sarna: 13.00, Christian: 4.10.  

Religious Population (%) Buddhists, Sikhs, Jains and others 1.00 Decennial  

Growth Rate (2001-2011): 22.34%  

Summer:  Mar-Jun; Monsoon: Jul-Oct; Winter:  Nov-Feb  

Temperature (in Degree Celsius): Summer 42 – 45; Winter 02 - 22  

The economy depends mostly on mineral resources, industries, agricultural, and 
tourism sectors. The State has a rich storehouse of minerals. The State has almost 
40 percent of the mineral reserves found in India. The various kinds of minerals 
found in Jharkhand are iron ore, granite, coal, copper, mica, bauxite, and chromite. 



Jharkhand also exports its mineral products to various countries such as Saudi 
Arabia, Bangladesh, South Africa, and Nepal. This sector has given a major boost to 
the economy of the State. 

The economy of the State of Jharkhand depends on its revenue from the industrial 
sector to a very large extend. This is due to the fact that the State has industrialized 
cities such as Bokaro, Jamshedpur, and Dhanbad. In Jharkhand there are 
companies like Tata Iron and Steel Company, Indian Tube Company, Sriram 
Bearing, Usha Martin, and Tata Engineering and Locomotive Company. The 
industries have contributed to the growth of the economy in Jharkhand.  

The economy in the State of Jharkhand gets its revenue from the agricultural sector, 
as almost 75 percent of the people of the State are dependent on this sector. The 
various kinds of crops grown in Jharkhand are rice, oilseeds, wheat, potatoes, 
maize, and pulses. The State also produces a wide variety of vegetables and fruits 
like ladies finger, brinjal, tomato, cabbage, mango, lemon, and papaya. Jharkhand 
produced in land of round 18.05 lakh hectares more than 21 lakh tonnes of 
agricultural produce. This sector has also to a certain extend helped the State’s 
economy to grow. 

Jharkhand’s economy also gets its revenue from the tourism sector but this sector's 
contribution is comparatively less. Though the State has places of religious and 
archaeological significance and also lakes, hills, and wildlife to attract the tourists, 
the State government needs to exploit this sector in a broader way.  

The other sectors that contribute to the economy in the State of Jharkhand are 
cottage industry, IT industry, and silk goods. In order to boost the economy, the 
State government has started to make some efforts by developing the infrastructure 
and also by promoting the setting up of new industries.  

Meanwhile, the Jharkhand government is laying extra focus on development of 
infrastructure both in urban as well as rural areas and irrigation facilities. The 
government has identified road, energy, education, agriculture and health as thrust 
areas to work with enhanced fund allocation.The recent efforts taken by the State 
government are bound to ensure results and rise the economy of the State.  
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