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Excerpts from the 1st Quad Summit
▪

In the 1st Quad Summit 2021 held between Leaders of US, India, Japan & Australia held on
March 12, 2021
Quote

✓

✓

The 4 countries plan to establish a series of working groups
that will focus on climate change; critical and emerging
technologies, including working to set technology standards
and norms and jointly developing some of the critical
technologies of the future, officials said
In a joint op-ed in The Washington Post on Saturday, the four
leaders asserted that all countries should be able to make
their own political choices, free from coercion. "To strengthen
our quest for a region that is open and free, we have agreed
to partner to address the challenges presented by new
technologies and collaborate to set the norms and standards
that govern the innovations of the future," they wrote.
Unquote

Text Source: https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/international/world-news/quad-summit-went-very-well-says-president-biden/articleshow/81504454.cms
Source of image of Quad leaders meet: ANI
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Appreciation of Key Government Initiatives
▪
▪
▪

Revolutionary reforms & decisions by Hon’ble Prime Minister, Agriculture Minister & Govt.
We thank the Hon’ble Agriculture Minister for referring PMB 2020 to Standing Commitee
Industry appreciates these initiatives to make Farmers सर्व सक्षम
✓ Farmers’ Produce Trade & Commerce (Promotion & Facilitation) Act, 2020,
✓ Essential Commodities (amendment) Act, 2020,
✓ Farmers (Empowerment & Protection) agreement on price assurance & Farm services Act, 2020
▪ We appreciate the initiatives being taken under 3D agenda for reforms vide meetings held under
chairmanship of Additional Secretary (PP) Shri Atish Chandra, IAS

Source: The Economic Times

Source: The Financial Express
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Crop losses threaten our food & nutrition security (1/2)
▪ Grain saved is grain produced
▪ As per IARI, 8-90% crop losses
happen due to non usage of quality

pesticides
▪ Also, Annual production losses due
to

pests

&

diseases

in

India

estimated at Rs. 90,000 crores in
2002

(37th

Standing

Committee

under Ministry of C&PC) (today’s

value may be around Rs. 4 lac crores)
Source: IARI’s 2008 Study titled ‘Pesticides: A Critical
Input for increasing Crop yields’
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Crop losses threaten our food & nutrition security (2/2)

Rs. 2.65 lac crores
(estimated in 2015)

Source:

Crop Losses due to Insect Pests:
Global & Indian Scenario
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Snapshot: India Vs The World & India Vs China
▪ India uses 58,000 tons of pesticides annually

▪ Use of pesticide in India lowest (< 0.34
kg/ha) (as per FAOSTAT 2018) globally

compared to:

Particulars

China

India

Arable Land (2018)

119.49 mn ha

156.42 mn ha

645 mm

1083 mm

Rainfall

460

✓ China (13.07 kg/ha),
✓ Japan (11.84 kg/ ha),
✓ Brazil (5.94 kg/ha)

1004
13.07 0.34

▪ China is the largest consumer of pesticides
(1.77 mt) globally, followed by USA (0.4 mt),

Brazil (0.377 mt), Argentina (0.17mt), Canada
(0.09 mt) & India (only 0.058 mt)

161.5
346

GDP (Agriculture) in
$ Billion (2019)

Pesticides
consumption in
kg/ha (2018)
China

Fertilizers
consumption in
kg/ha (2018)
India

Source & UOM: Pesticides - 2018 FAO, GDP - 2019 World Bank, Fertilizer - FAO 2018, Arable land - FAO 2018, Agriculture Land - FAO 2018 (http://www.fao.org/faostat/en/#data/RL) ; mt is megatonne
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Crop Protection Challenges to Farmers
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1. Non Availability of New technology products
How to save farmers’ hard grown crops in absence of new pesticides ?
▪

New Products are not easy to get:
o

No basic research in India & dependency on MNCs / Japanese Companies who invest around Rs.

2,000 Cr & 10 to 12 years on one new molecule research
o

India: 5 to 7 years time for registration of new products & investment of Rs. 30 – 50 Cr

o

New products not given Intellectual Property protection (Data protection)

o

Above leads to inordinate delay in introduction of new products in India

o

Proposal to increase Import duty from 10% to 20% on Formulation Imports

o

Out of a no. of pesticides registered world over, China has 950+, USA has 800+, Pakistan & Vietnam
have 450+, whereas, India has only 292 molecules
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2. Unregulated Players
▪

5772: Count of companies issued registrations by CIB&RC
(as on 31.10.2020 from https://pesticides-registrationindia.nic.in/GenReport/frmCompanyListReport.aspx)

▪

2403: Number of pesticides manufacturing units as per Lok Sabha Unstarred
Question no. 309 (15.09.2020 by Agriculture Minister)

▪

314: Companies which responded with data as desired by Govt. by various
notices & notifications by Sh Jalaj Shrivastava, Ex Addl Secretary DACFW

▪

5458: Companies didn’t submit data; maybe selling fake products :
a huge threat to the food, nutrition, health & environment security of India

▪

5772

2403
314

Continued Violation of 261st & other RC decisions, Insecticides Act 1968 &
Rules 1971 by Central & State Govts. ; No action after 2 cos. license
cancellation in 2010 after Gazette no. 127, S.O. 166 (E) dt 22.10.2010
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3. Impact of Unregulated Players
▪ Illegal imports (supporting China - biggest source for low quality products in India)
▪ Huge opportunity loss in terms of Revenue for Customs / GST / Income Tax / Trade
Channel & lost employment of Indian Youth
▪ Menace of Spurious pesticides is very large in India. There is a large parallel grey

market which runs parallel to the genuine industry.
▪ Damage of Indian image is contrary to desire of our Hon’ble Prime Minister who has

taken India to the heart of USA & his address was dubbed a ROCKSTAR performance
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Path forward with Proposals to deal with these Challenges
Farmers must get Quality Agrochemicals to nullify Crop losses as
it works as an insurance to their crops & other agri-inputs
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1. New Technology : IOT / AI / Agri-Drones
▪ Government should speedup issuance of
guidelines for usage of ‘Drones in Agriculture’

& Artificial Intelligence
▪ Spray of pesticides through Drones for Crop

protection for safety of farmers

Source: ScienceDirect.com

▪ Consider Internet-of-things
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2. PMB ‘Pesticides Management Bill’ 2020
▪ Implement ‘Ease of Doing business’ as per Government of India policy
▪ Redraft PMB 2020 by following scientific & research based suggestions of
NAAS, TAAS, Farmers’ Associations & Industry

▪ Define evaluation of Safer Alternatives; Define ‘pesticides’ clearly
▪ Mandate elaborated list of qualification of person & infrastructure
requirement for obtaining registration & manufacturing license

▪ Decriminalize clause of 5 years jail term & Rs. 50 lacs penalty as per the
Government of India policy of decriminalizing all the commercial acts as
presented by Finance Minister Smt. Nirmala Sitharaman under point no. 82
of her budget speech
▪ Issue registration certificates of new pesticides in prescribed timeline (1.5 yrs)
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Time to Act is NOW: ET Article of 29.10.2020

If changes aren’t done in PMB 2020
as per Scientific recommendations to
make Indian Pesticide industry a
Champion Sector & a hub for Global
market; then MNCs won’t invest
although they want to shift their base
from China & may shift to any other
Asian Country like Vietnam, Malaysia,
Indonesia,
Thailand,
Taiwan,
Philippines, Korea, etc.
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Huge Agri Potential in India : Current Opportunity Loss

15

आत्मनिर्भर र्ारत | Make-In-India |र्ारत माता की जय।
▪ We appreciate & support Hon’ble Prime
Minister’s Nationalistic Vision to Make-inIndia
▪ What China has been doing for decades, we
have started in 2014
▪A
small
group
आत्मनिर्वरता

is

misrepresenting

▪ We may curb import of unnecessary luxury
goods, but we need to import new
technology pesticides which aren’t available
in our Country (Ex. Rafael jets) to make India
truly सशक्त
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Thank You

We hope that the Government takes decisions in the favor of 140 Mn Indian farmers.
We believe in:
वसुधैव कुटुम्बकम

Let us together pray to God:
ॐ सवे र्वन्तु सुखििः। सवे सन्तु निरामयाः।

सवे र्द्राखि पश्यन्तु। मा कश्श्ित ् दःु ि र्ाग्र्वेत ्॥

ॐ शाश्न्तः शाश्न्तः शाश्न्तः॥
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