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Committee Against Smuggling and Counterfeiting
Activities Destroying the Economy

) We lost Shri Ram Vilas Paswan, Union Minister, Consumer Affairs, Food and Public
GHA' R S M E 8 SAG E Distribution, Gout. of India on 8th October 2020. He was a vistonary leader and an admirable
human being. We were greatly encouraged by his deep commitment for the cause of consumers
and their safety. In our interactions with him, we were fortunate to have recetved his valuable
guidance to work towards consumer protection. FICCI CASCADE and the Think Tank
Members of CASCADE passed aresolution, expressing deep grief and sorrow over his demise.

the COVID virus, lllicit trade is undeniably one of the greatest risks globally. Both are playing havoc with

the social and economic well-being of nations across the world. The problem of illicit trade has only
compounded in the current situation, where criminals have used the pandemic as an opportunity to cause
significant damage on the economy of the nation, health and safety of the consumers.

I he COVID 19 pandemic has caused immeasurable pain and suffering across all spheres of life. Just like

To my mind, creating awareness is the one of the main weapons we have at our disposal. | am happy to
inform you all that over the last few months, we have boosted efforts for our national awareness campaign
on Combating Smuggling and Counterfeiting during the COVID-19 pandemic and beyond. In this issue we
will be showcasing the awareness drive through webinars for the states in the North East, as well as for states

Anil Ra. ul' of Madhya Pradesh, and Chhattisgarh.
I IJ We were delighted to have the presence of Mr Kawasi Lakhma, Minister, Commerce and Industry, Govt. of
Eh - Chhattisgarh at the webinar on 'Combating Smuggling and Counterfeiting during the COVID-19 pandemic
alrman and beyond'focusing on the state of Chhattisgarh. Mr.Lakhma stressed that eliminatingillicit trade is one of
HBBI BASBADE the focus areas for their government and that concerned departments remain extremely vigilant in dealing

with such cases. Mr Manoj Kumar Pingua, Principal Secretary Department of Commerce & Industry,
Government of Chhattisgarh who also joined us for this programme wholeheartedly supported this
initiative.

The webinar for the state of Madhya Pradesh was addresses by Mr Sanjay Kumar Shukla, Principal Secretary,
Industrial Policy and Investment Promotion, Madhya Pradesh Government who emphasised the
importance of effective coordination between central and state agencies, strengthening domestic
manufacturing, addressing the demand and supply gap and leveraging technology for creating an
environment, free from counterfeitand smuggled goods.

0 Mr. Debajyoti Dutta, Secretary, Food & Civil Supplies and Consumer Affairs, Government of Assam and Mr.
0{ }0 Pabitra Khaund, Secretary, Department of Industries & Commerce, Government of Assam addressed the
| ! l webinar for Assam and the North Eastern States. Both were of the view that Prime Minister's call on 'Vocal for

o local' will be a potent tool in our fight against counterfeiting and smuggling. Several such engagements,

focusing on different states of India have been planned by FICCI CASCADE in the coming months.

NEWS FLASH RECENT INITIATIVES FICCI CASCADE in its effort to combat crimes related to smuggling and counterfeiting has been over the

years sensitizing the country's enforcement agencies on this issue. Keeping the above in view, FICCI
CASCADE organized a training programme on Prevention of Counterfeiting and Smuggling for the Police
Officers of Jammu and Kashmir. Mr Manish K Sinha, IPS, Inspector General, Crime, Jammu and Kashmir
Police, during his address highlighted that illegal trade not only causes revenue loss to the government but

L ‘J also leads to unemployment amongst the youth in J&K, who may be then tempted to join undesirable and
illegal activities.

To highlightthe enormity of the problem of illicit trade, FICCI CASCADE has been tracking its media coverage
through its monthly Media Monitor. Over the last few months Indian Customs, Directorate of Revenue
Intelligence, Police and Paramilitary forces have raided and seized smuggled and counterfeit sanitizers,
masks, PPE Kits, disinfectants, electronic goods, cigarettes, packaged food, alcohol and several other items
across India. With increasing number of seizures being reported every day, it is highly possible that the total
seizures may just be the tip of the iceberg of a much larger network. FICCI CASCADE congratulated the
exemplary work of the enforcement agencies and urged the government to remain vigilant so that illegal
operators do not use the current crisis to expand their nefarious activities.

ANNUALREPORT ~ MEDIA COVERAGE

I am confident that you will find this issue a meaningful read. | once again request all stakeholders to join
ARTICLES NEWS ; . . - : .
hands in strengthening our endeavour. It is my firm conviction that concerted efforts invariably go a long

way in achieving desired results.
www.ficcicascade.in ‘
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FICCI's Gommittee Against Smuggling
and Counterfeiting Activities Destroying
the Economy (CASGADE) and the Think
Tank Members of GASGADE unanimously
passed a resolution, expressing deep
grief and sorrow over the demise of
shri Ram Vilas Paswan, Union Minister,
Consumer Affairs, Food and Public
Distribution, Government of India

O  TheResolutions States:

Shri. Ram Vilas Paswan was a seasoned politician, a highly
respected leader with deep understanding of our country’s
diversity and challenges. Throughout his political career, Shri
Ram Vilas Paswan had raised voice for the rights of people.
FICCI CASCADE was greatly encouraged by his deep
commitment for the cause of the consumers and their safety.
In our interactions with him, we were fortunate to have
received his valuable guidance to work towards consumer
protection. He had also, kindly graced several of our
important engagements during the last six years. During his

www.ficcicascade.in
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tenure, FICCI CASCADE had extensively worked with
Department of Consumer Affair, Govt. of India and had also
joined hands for their Jago Grahak Jago campaign. Shri Ram
Vilas Paswan will be always remembered by the members of
FICCI CASCADE because of his long and fruitful association
with us.

The demise of Shri Ram Vilas Paswan is a national tragedy and
we pray to the almighty to give eternal peace to the departed
noble soul and strength to the members of the family and
nearand dearonesto bear thisloss.
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“Customs seized goods worth Rs 110 cr
in NE during COVID-19 pandemic

GUWAHATI, SEPT 16: The customs
sleuths have seized various goods worth
Rs 110 crore in 710 operations in North
East since the COVID-19 pandemic hit
the country and the region, a senior offi-
cial said on Wednesday.

Addressing a webinar on 'Combating
Counterfeiting and Smuggling during the
COVID-19 pandemic and beyond' orga-
nized by industry chamber FICCI, Com-
missioner of Customs (North East) G M
Kamei said their officials are conducting
raids in coordination wiih other depart-
ments.

“During the COVID-19 period, we have
successfully conducted 710 operations
and seized goods worth Rs 110 crore,”
he said at the webinar by FICCl's Com-
mittee Against Smuggling and Counter-
feiting Activities Destroying the Economy
(CASCADE).

The customs officers are working in
close coordination with Directorate of
Revenue Intelligence (DRI), Assam Ri-
fles and various state police to make the
task of smugglers difficult, Kamei said.

Debajyoti Dutta, Secretary of Assam's

Food, Civil Supplies and Consumer Af- |

fairs Department, said: "The criminals
indulging in smuggling and counterfeit-
ing activities are promoting crime and
economic instability, and the consumers
are bearing the brunt of it."

The menace of illicit trade is to be dealt
in a dedicated and systematic manner
with concerted efforts from all central and
state enforcement agencies along with
the paramilitary forces, he added.

Lauding the efforts of the sleuths from
various agencies, FICC|I CASCADE
Chairman Anil Rajput said, "The enforce-
ment officials have relentlessly pursued
the smugglers and counterfeiters in the
North East and over the last few months,
seized contraband and illicit cigarettes,
liquor, drugs, currency and consumer
goods."

On September 6, the FICCI CASCADE
had said that the recent rise in smug-
gling in North East could be attributed to
economic distress caused by COVID-19
pandemic, which has resulted in loss of
jobs and lack of income due to recurrent
lockdowns. Agencies.

Times of India
July 30, 2020
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WEBINAR ON

bombating Counterfeiting and smuaaling
During the COVID-19 Pandemic and Beyond

Focus State - Madhya Pradesh
29th July, 2020

llicit trade in terms of counterfeiting and smuggling have
emerged as one of the most formidable challenges before the
nation, especially during the current coronavirus pandemic
which has led to an economic distress. lllicit traders have
always attacked vulnerabilities, be it brands, supply chains or
consumers. As the perpetrators are looking atinnovative ways
to deceive the system to carry out their activities, they in turn
deeply harm the economic interests of the nation. It is
important to note that there is a steep rise in cases of
smuggling and counterfeiting during the past few months,
adversely impacting not only the government exchequer and
industry sales, but also threatening local industries on which
livelihoods of many depend.

More so, as a result of the supply chain disruptions,
globalisation has now taken a back seat and nations are
increasingly looking inwards to fulfill their needs and
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requirements. PM's clarion call to promote local
manufacturing and local goods will also play a crucial role to
address the demand and supply gap and deter cross border
smuggling.
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Hence it was felt that it is vital to discuss and understand the
disruptions caused by the pandemic. As new vulnerabilities
emerge, and existing vulnerabilities at greater risk of
exploitation by criminals, tackling this global scourge
becomes even more acute and urgent in the current scenario.
It is with the above background, FICCl's Committee Against
Smuggling and Counterfeiting Activities Destroying the
Economy (CASCADE) organized a webinar on 'Combating
Counterfeiting and Smuggling during the COVID-19
pandemic and beyond' on 29th July 2020. The webinar
focused on the state of Madhya Pradesh and was a part of a
series of such interactions to be organized across the country
by FICCI CASCADE to highlight this issue and elicit response
from different states.

Shri Sanjay Kumar Shukla, IAS, Principal Secretary, Industrial
Policy and Investment Promotion, Government of Madhya
Pradesh was the chief guest at the webinar. Mr. Shukla said,
“Government, law enforcement agencies, industry and
consumers must come together to identify the gapsand actin
a coordinated way to address counterfeiting and smuggling”.
He further added that in order to eliminate this problem in
India, FICCI can share international best practices and
actionable points to the government on how other countries
have been able to counter this problem successfully.

FICCI CASCADE Chairman, Mr. Anil Rajput while welcoming
the distinguished guests and participants said, “I must
compliment the Madhya Pradesh government and the
enforcement agencies for relentlessly pursuing the
perpetrators of illicit trade. Despite the mammoth challenge

kFICCI
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posed by the Covid-19 pandemic, their hands on approach
and alertness has been highlighted by seizures of large
number of cigarettes, liquor, synthetic milk, fake currency and
much more. I'm confident that going forward they will keep
up their stellar performance and continue to play an
extremelyimportantrolein ourfightagainstillicit trade”

Speaking on 'vocal for local' being a potent tool in our fight
against lllicit Trade, it was emphasized that as India starts to
produce strong domestic brands and gradually reduces its
dependence on foreign products, the circulation of foreign
goods will over a period be reduced. As the profits begin to
dry up, it will subsequently demotivate the criminals to
furtherundertake suchillegitimate activities.

As several cases of seizures of illicit goods are being reported
amid the COVID-19 pandemic, Mr. Vipin Maheshwari IPS,
Additional Director General, Special Task Force, Madhya

www.ficcicascade.in ‘
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Pradesh Police in his address said that COVID-19 is a wakeup
call for all of us. No product category has been spared, be it
milk, cosmetics, clothes, footwear, seeds, fertilizers or pharma.
Mr. Maheshwari was of the opinion that sustained awareness
campaigns for people, necessary amendments in laws,
increasing penalties and sentences, more product testing
laboratories are some areas where the government, police
and business community should work together to eliminate
this challenge.

The session was chaired by Mr. P KMalhotra, Former Secretary,
Ministry of Law and Justice, Gol and Think Tank Member, FICCI
CASCADE. Mr. Malhotra highlighted that smuggling and
counterfeiting harms the economy in multidimensional ways
and the problem has been aggravated by globalisation and
increased mobility. He also emphasized that effective
coordination between central and state agencies,
strengthening domestic manufacturing, addressing the
demand and supply gap and leveraging technology are
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needed to make a conducive environment free from illicit
products.

The webinar underscored the need for policy level
coordination between government and the industry to
address this menace. lllegal trade not only leads to revenue
loss for the government but also leads to unemployment and
hence a more focused and collaborated approach along with
training and sensitization of enforcement officers for such
crimes was much needed. The webinar was attended by
industry, government officials, officers from the enforcement
agencies and stakeholdersin this segment.

Mr. Dinesh Patidar, Chairman, FICCI Madhya Pradesh State
Council and CMD, Shakti Pumps India Ltd. made the
concludingremarks.

https://www.ficcicascade.in/webinar-on-combating-
counterfeiting-and-smuggling-during-the-covid-19-
pandemic-and-beyond-4/
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WEBINAR ON

Combating Counterfeiting and Smugagling
During the COVID-19 pandemic and beyond

Focus State - Ghhattisgarh
August 31,2020

Webinar on Combating Counterfeiting and Smuggling during the...

| — L

Manoj Kumar Pingua, 1AS

FICCl's Committee Against Smuggling and Counterfeiting
Activities Destroying the Economy (CASCADE) organized the
next edition of its state specific webinars on Combating
Counterfeiting and Smuggling during the COVID-19
pandemic and beyond' for the state of Chhattisgarh on
August31,2020.

Mr Kawasi Lakhma, Minister, Commerce and Industry, Govt.
of Chhattisgarh, was the Chief Guest at the programme. Mr
Lakhma said, “Effective actions to eliminate smuggling and
counterfeiting from the State is a focus area for our
government and the concerned departments are extremely
vigilantin dealing with such cases."In his address Mr.Lakhma
highlighted that the Chhattisgarh government has taken
unprecedented reforms to create an enabling environment

—_—

and is committed to offering investor a friendly
infrastructure. He also added that it is imperative that we
must all collaboratively check and substantially reduce the
illicit market operations and create an eco-system for growth
and developmentinthe State.

As cases related to smuggling and counterfeiting rise steeply
during the past few months, this webinar was organized to
discuss and understand the disruptions caused by the
pandemic, which have opened multiple avenues for
criminals to prey upon susceptible organizations and
consumers. Mr Manoj Kumar Pingua, Principal Secretary
Department of Commerce & Industry, Government of
Chhattisgarh said, “India's role as a global economic
powerhouse is increasingly linked to its ability to ensure that

www.ficcicascade.in ‘



rights of legitimate business holders are protected with
strong rules, and strong enforcement of the laws and
regulations”. He further underscored the need for effective
coordination between central and state agencies,
strengthening domestic manufacturing, addressing the
demand and supply gap and leveraging technology, which
willmake markets free fromillicit products.

Sharing enforcement perspectives, Mr R. K. Vij, Additional
Director General of Police, Chhattisgarh said, “During COVID
times the Chhattisgarh police has taken strict action against
people who have beeninvolved in smuggling and have dealt

k www.ficcicascade.in
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strongly against those who have indulged in the black
marketing of consumer goods”. Mr. Vij also suggested that a
nodal agency comprising of representatives from different
government departments could be formed to ensure
coordinated actionsagainst thismenace.

Complimenting the Chhattisgarh government and the
enforcement agencies for relentlessly pursuing the
perpetrators of illicit trade, Mr Anil Rajput, Chairman, FICCI
CASCADE said that under the leadership of the commerce
and industries minister, promotion of local goods and
legitimate businesses will create a conducive environment
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for the economy of the state government and play a major  Jindal Steel and Power Ltd. The webinar was attended by

roleinstrengtheningIndia. industry, government officials, officers from the

enforcementagenciesand stakeholdersin thissegment.
The session was chaired by Mr Sanjeev Tripathi, Former 9 9

R&AW Chief and Think Tank Member, FICCI CASCADE. The
concluding remarks were made by Mr Pradeep Tandon,
Chairman, FICCI Chhattisgarh State Council and President,

https://www.ficcicascade.in/webinar-on-combating-

counterfeiting-and-smuqggling-during-the-covid-19-
pandemic-and-beyond-chhattisgarh/
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Chhattisgarh govt committed to
promote local products, eliminate
illicit trade in the State: Chhattisgarh
Industry Minister, Kawasi Lakhma
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Chhattisgarh Govt Committed To Promote
Local Products, Eliminate lllicit Trade In The

State:, Kawasi Lakhma, Industry Minister
m

The webirar s attended by incustry, government officiols, afficers from the enforcement
ogencies and slakeho'ders in this segment and focused on the state of Chhottisgarh

e Delhi: Mr Kawasi Lakhma, Minister, Commerce and Industry, Gowt. of Chhattisgarh
today said, “Effective actions to eliminate smuggling and counterfislting from the State is
focus area for ouf governmént and the condemed departments are extremely vigilaat in
dealing with such cases *

Mr Kawaii Lakhma, Minister, Commarce and Industry, Govt, of Chhattisgarh today
said, “EMective actions lo elimirate smuggling and counterfeting from the Stale s a Tuesday, | Septemer 2020

focus area for our government and ihe concerned depariments are extrémely vigilant

‘Chhattisgarh govt committed
to promote local products’

Chhattisgarh govt committed to promote local
products, eliminate illicit trade in the State:
Chhattisgarh Industry Minister, Kawasi Lakhma

in dealing with such cases”

Addressing a webinar ‘Combating Counterfeiting and Smuggling during the COVID-
19 pandemic and bayord', organized by FICCK's Committee Against Smuggling and
Counterfeiting Activities Destroying the Ecanamy (CASCADE), Mr Lakhma said that
the Chhattisgarh gavernment has taken unprecedented reorms to create an
enabling emdronment and is committed toci‘uing mvestor a friendly infrastructure.
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M Mangj Kumar Pingua, Principal Secretary Department of Commercy & Industry, Government
of Chhattisgarh sald, TIndia’s role a3 @ global economic powerhouse i5 Increasingly linked to iti
abality to ensure that rights of legitinate Susiness holders are protected with strong rules, and
strang enforcemént of the laws and regulations”,

He further highlighted the need for efective coordination between central and state agencies,
strengthening domestic manufacturing, addeessing the demand and supply pap and leveraging
technalogy, which will make markets free from illicit praducts.
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WEBINAR ON

Combating Counterfeiting and Smugaling
During the COVID-19 pandemic and beyond

Focus — North East
September 15, 2020
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The problem of illicit trade has only compounded in the
current situation, where criminals have used the pandemic
as an opportunity to cause significant damage on the
economy of the nation, health and safety of the consumers.
FICCI's Committee Against Smuggling and Counterfeiting
Activities Destroying the Economy (CASCADE) in its series of
state specific webinars on Combating Counterfeiting and
Smuggling during the COVID-19 pandemic and beyond,
organizedthe next edition in the series for the state of Assam
and other north eastern states of India on September 15,
2020. The webinar discussed and underscored the efforts
thattheIndustry &governmenthave taken and could further
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take in tackling the flow of illicit products during the current
crisis.

Mr. Debajyoti Dutta, Secretary, Food & Civil Supplies and
Consumer Affairs, Government of Assam during his special
addressatthe webinarsaid,“The criminals who areindulging
in smuggling and counterfeiting activities are promoting
crime and economic instability and the consumers are
bearing the brunt of it. It is important that we instill pride for
Indian brands and goods amongst the consumers. This will
play a pivotal role in putting counterfeit and smuggled
products out of the market.” Mr. Dutta further said that the
menace of illicit trade is to be dealt in a dedicated and



systematic manner with concerted efforts from all central
and state enforcement agencies along with the paramilitary
forces.

Mr. Pabitra Khaund, Secretary, Department of Industries &
Commerce, Government of Assam in his address reiterated
the importance of supporting local manufacturing and
goods and said that the Prime Minister's call on 'Vocal for
local' will be a potent tool in our fight against counterfeiting
and smuggling. It will create a conducive environment for
the economy of the state government and play a major role
in strengthening India. He also shared that the government
of Assam has launched several schemes in this direction,
which has immensely benefitted local artisans and small
enterprises.

The webinar shared insights on the role of enforcement
agencies such as the customs, play to thwart criminals who
are cashing in during the crisis. Mr. G. M. Kamei,
Commissioner, Commissionerate of Customs, North Eastern
Region shared that during the Covid period they have
successfully conducted 710 seizures of goods worth Rs. 110
cr.  The Commissioner said that the Custom officers have
kept watch on the various areas of smuggling in the Indo-
Myanmar border. As the lockdown restrictions are easing,
the customs have increased their vigil along with increased
coordination work with other agencies such as the DRI,
Assam Rifles and state police to make the task of smuggler a
difficult one. However they agree that much more can be
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doneinthe areaand welcomed inputs and suggestions from
industry and members of trade for reducing the menace of
smugglingintheregion.

Congratulating the Assam government and the
enforcement agencies Mr. Anil Rajput, Chairman, FICCI
CASCADE said, “The enforcement officials have relentlessly
pursued the smugglers and counterfeiters in the North
Eastern region and over the last few months seized
contraband and illicit cigarettes, liquor, drugs, currency and
consumer goods” He urged them to keep up the good work
which will ensure that the perpetrators of illicit trade do not
see the covid-19 situation as a reason to exploit vulnerable
consumersand organizations.

The session was chaired by Ms. Kameswari Subramanian,
International Expert, Customs Law, Procedures & Trade
facilitation and Think Tank Member, FICCI CASCADE .The
concluding remarks were made by Mr. Ashish Phookan,
Chairman, FICCI Assam State Council. Issues such as
consumer safety, safeguarding legitimate businesses while
promoting indigenous production which will play a
significant role in the path to our economic recovery was
emphasized by the speakers. The webinar was attended by
industry, government officials, officers from the
enforcementagenciesand stakeholdersin thissegment.

https://www.ficcicascade.in/webinar-on-combating-
counterfeiting-and-smuggling-during-the-covid-19-
pandemic-and-beyond-north-east/
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Gapacity Building Programme for Police Officers on
Prevention of Counterfeiting and Smuggling

PGR, Jammu and Kashmir
16th October 2020

Over some time now, trade in counterfeit, smuggled and
pirated goods has developed into a substantial threat to the
economy of our country and pose serious safety and security
hazards to the society at large. Different government agencies
are involved at various stages in tackling such crimes, right
from detection, investigation, prosecution and prevention of
such offences, often including the recovery of the proceeds of
crime. The Police department is the primary law enforcement
agency in our country. With low barriers to market entry and
infiltration, the Police play a very significant role in ensuring
the protection of right owners. There are adequate laws
available, but enforcement of the laws makes the role of police
officers even more important in the fight against
counterfeitersand smugglers.

FICCl's Committee Against Smuggling and Counterfeiting
Activities Destroying the Economy [CASCADE] in its endeavor
to combat crimes related to smuggling and counterfeiting has
over the years been sensitizing the country's enforcement
agencies on this issue, equipping them to understand and
take requisite action against the various economic offenders.

Q www.ficcicascade.in
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Keeping the above in view, FICCI CASCADE organized a
training programme on Prevention of Counterfeiting and
Smuggling for the Police Officers of Jammu and Kashmir on
16th October 2020. A key objective of the program was to
sensitize the officers on the seriousness of the socio-
economic impact of counterfeited and smuggled goods, in
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terms of the huge revenue losses to the government and
industry as well as the significant health & safety
consequences faced by consumers.

The training was inaugurated by Mr. Manish K Sinha, IPS,
Inspector General, Crime, Jammu and Kashmir Police. Mr.
Sinha in his address said, "Tackling the crimes of smuggling
and counterfeiting of goods has been a major concern of
nations since decades. Jammu and Kashmir forces have
always been on toes to capture these wrong doers. We are also
planning to develop advancements for better enforcement.”
He further said that illegal trade not only leads to revenue loss
to the government but also leads to unemployment amongst
the youth in Jammu and Kashmir, who may be then tempted
tojoin undesirable and illegal activities.

Mr. Deep Chand, Advisor, FICCI CASCADE, in his address
informed about FICCI CASCADE's mandate of capacity
building of law enforcement agencies including Judges,
Police and Customs Officers, and how CASCADE had been
working extensively and intensively in this area nationally,
organizing training programmes and seminars along with
continuous Interactions with the law enforcement authorities
to emphasize on the importance of increased awareness on
the gravity of the problem.

Mr. Chand emphasized that India, as a rising economic
superpower need to take offences related to counterfeiting
and smuggling very seriously and police has a significant role
in fighting this menace. He further reiterated that although
such offenses are looked at as a victimless crime, it has many
far-reaching consequences and is extremely important for a
police officer to understand the consequences before taking
actions on ground. Only then will an officer investigating a
case related to smuggling and counterfeiting be able to
understand and take suitable actions

kFICCI
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Mr. Irfan Ahmad, Chairman, FICCI Jammu & Kashmir State
Council and Managing Director, IA Multiventure Pvt. Ltd in his
address said that the perpetrators of illicit trade are always
looking at new ways to fool the people and damage the
society. In Jammu and Kashmir this year itself the police and
other enforcement authorities in the state have uncovered
and arrested people engaged inillicit trade. Appreciating the
efforts made by the enforcement officers during such
unprecedented times, he reiterated that we cannot afford to
lower our guard and therefore it is extremely important that
our enforcement agencies keep up their already impressive
work and ensure that such mischievous elements are kept at
bay.

The training programme provided a useful platform for the
exchange of ideas and experiences in the enforcement of laws
and practices while dealing with the perpetrators. This
workshop was extremely helpful in sensitizing the police
officers about the relevant laws and procedures to be
followed while dealing with the cases related to smuggling
and counterfeiting. The technical sessions were followed by
an Interactive-Session with the police officials with industry
representatives. Industry members highlighted the on-
ground practical issues which they faced with regards to the
availability of spurious goods and discussed collaborative
actions needed with police to counter this menace.

Among the speakers who discussed the wide-ranging
concerns on the issue of counterfeiting, piracy and smuggling
with the participating police officials were, Advocate Ferdous
A Mohammed; Mr. Milind Palany, Global Brand Protection
Lead - India & South Asia, Johnson & Johnson; Mr. Rajesh
Sharma, Co Chair, FICCI Jammu & Kashmir State Council and
Managing Director, Skipper Overseas Pvt. Ltd; Mr. Wani
Gowhar, Managing Director, Vowcare Products; Ms. Shilpi Jha,
Senior Legal Counsel for Intellectual Property-South Asia,
United States Patent and Trademark Office; Mr. Hugh Austin
,Attaché, ICE and Mr. John Kapitzke, Attache, US Homeland
Security Investigations

All speakers unanimously agreed that theissue of illicit trade
is needed to be addressed as a high priority issue with the
government. An orchestrated strategy including
communication, coordination and close cooperation
amongst various government agencies, law enforcement
officials and private sector to combat this menace is
imperative. In pursuance of our mandate, FICCI-CASCADE
will continue to hold similar programmes across the country
in briefing enforcement agencies on procedural and
enforcementissueswhile tacklingillicit trading activities.

https://www.ficcicascade.in/capacity-building-

programme-for-police-officers-on-prevention-of-

counterfeiting-smuggling-and-piracy-jammu-kashmir/
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A menace even before the pandemic, the illicit worldwide trade of counterfeits has
become even more of a danger fo civilized society in the times of COVID-19

. Arficle

Anil Rajput
Chairman, FICCI CASCADE
Sr. VP, Corporate Affairs, ITC Ltd.

The year 2020 has had an unfortunate and unprecedented
impact on mankind, it will indeed go down in history as a year
in which the Covid-19 pandemic unleashed its fury world over,
and brought the activities in all spheres of life to a screeching
halt. The impact of this pandemic on the economies and
societies across the globe is incomparable to any event over
the past 100 years, and therefore it's bearing on governance
and law enforcement too is bound to be intense. While
governments of all nations are committed to fighting this
adversity, the perpetrators of illicit trade are viewing this
current situation as an opportunity to expand and intensify
their operations and are finding new ways to make money,
largely by exploiting the fear and uncertainty surrounding the
prevailing circumstances.

The size of the problem is staggering, even before the onset of
the pandemic, the Organization for Economic Cooperation and
Development (OECD) in 2019 stated that trade in counterfeit
and pirated goods has risen steadily over the last few years and
stood at 3.3% of global trade. Unfortunately, the pandemic has
not only complicated this situation but has made matters
worse.

Ever since the World Health Organization (WHO) announced
COVID-19 as a global health emergency in March 2020,
worldwide reports indicated a surge in the availability of
fraudulent medical and consumer sanitary products. Interpol's
global operation Pangea Xlll, which saw police, customs and
health regulatory authorities from 90 countries take part in
collective action against the illicit online sale of medicines and
medical products, seized large quantities of illicit facemasks,
substandard hand sanitizers and unauthorized antiviral
medication. Similarly, Europol in its report — 'Pandemic
Profiteering' states that the sale of counterfeit and/or sub-
standard foods, hygiene items and everyday goods is booming
in the pandemic economy and there is a risk that the

www.ficcicascade.in

perpetrators of crime will use shortages in the supply of some
goods to increasingly provide illicit alternatives both on and
offline. Further, Interpol and Europol have also warned against
frauds in which consumers are tricked into buying non-existent
medical supplies or making payments intended for medical
care into criminal accounts. Estimates show that tens of
millions of dollars have already been lost by victims of such
scams.

In India, dealing with the menace of illegal goods during the
COVID-19 crisis is a formidable challenge. Sale of such goods
have a crippling effects on the nation's economic progress,
owing to lower collection of taxes for the government along
with adversely impacting the health and safety of the citizens.
Also, in India, the opportunities for illicit operators during the
pandemic do not end with just sanitary or medical products.
Since lockdown, Indian Customs, Directorate of Revenue
Intelligence, Police and Paramilitary forces have raided and
seized smuggled, spurious and counterfeit sanitizers, masks,
PPE Kits, disinfectants, toiletries and cosmetics, electronic
goods, cigarettes, packaged food, spices, alcohol and several
other items across various states. With increasing number of
seizures being reported every day; it is highly possible that the
total seizures may just be the tip of the iceberg of a much larger
network. With a substantial portion of India's population in the
rural and semi-urban areas, the smugglers and counterfeiters
find it relatively easy to hoodwink the people and make deep
inroads into these areas and generate ill-gotten profits.

Eventually, neither the strict quarantine measures nor an
invincible virus could stop this menace, which has, as a matter
of fact existed and damaged societies and economies for
decades, well before we even heard of the Coronavirus. It needs
to be underscored, that these smugglers and counterfeiters
see this ongoing adversity as an opportunity as they feel that
the enforcement agencies are preoccupied with dealing with
the Covid-19 menace and have put this matter on the
backburner. However, this could not be further from the truth
and this is borne out of the fact that there have been a record
number of seizures across different states during the Covid-19
period. Having said this, looking at the new modus operandi of
the illicit traders, the policy makers need to escalate this matter
and deal with these crimes as nothing short of a national threat.
We cannot afford to let complacency get the better of us on this
issue which has far reaching ramifications.
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A menace even before the pandemic, the illicit worldwide trade of counterfeits has
become even more of a danger to civilised society
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Therefore, tackling the global scourge and surge of smuggled
and counterfeit goods becomes even more critical during this
ongoing public health crisis and collective steps need to be
taken to address this problem. Realizing the magnitude of this
problem, FICCI has been consistently focusing on the need to
curb the issue of growing illicit trade in counterfeits, pass offs
and smuggled goods, and has dedicated a forum CASCADE -
Committee Against Smuggling and Counterfeiting Activities
Destroying the Economy for this cause. FICCI CASCADE works
in close collaboration with the industry, consumers, media,
legal experts, consumer organizations and government to
create awareness on how counterfeiting and smuggling have
become a serious threat to public health and safety. In addition,
CASCADE has undertaken a nationwide campaign in
combating counterfeiting and smuggling during the COVID-
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19 pandemic, with the aim to sensitize the people of its ill
effects and increasingly involve the government at the centre
and the states to deal with this challenge in the best and most
effective manner.

Itis an established fact that smuggling, counterfeiting andillicit
trade serves only the unlawful elements, it has no place in the
civilized world. The sole agenda of the perpetrators of this
activity is to make profits at the cost of the health of the people,
societies and the legal economic system. Itis in the interest of
all, that the systems in place only strengthen overtime as there
is absolutely no room for laxity. The fact that those involved in
this trade have even tried to exploit a worldwide pandemic to
make greater profits, leaves no room for ambiguity, and should
reinforce our resolve to deal with them with aniron fist.
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P.CJha
Advisor, FICC| CASCADE and

Former Chairman, Central Board
of Indirect Taxes and Customs

An earlier slogan: "Be Indian & Buy Indian" has relentlessly
been propagated by the CASCADE (Committee Against
Smuggling and Counterfeiting Activities Destroying the
Economy), a forum created by FICCl in 2011 to launch a pan
India campaign against the menace of illicit trade in
smuggled, counterfeited, pirated goods etc. This cause, no
doubt, is of immense significance since it is aimed at
minimising the insidious erosion whichiillicit trade is causing
to the revenue of the government, health and life of people,
and also security of the state. Further, since these infringing
goods remain unaccounted through the supply chain, they
are untaxed, and a sizeable portion of the profit generated
on them finances insurgency and international terrorism.
Moreover, when smuggling takes place, the manufacturing
activity shifts abroad, causing job loss in the victim country
of smuggling. A study by FICCI CASCADE had estimated that
due to smuggling, over 16 lacs jobs were lost in India during
2017-18 in respect of 5 industry sectors only. It is in this
background that the CASCADE has been creating public
awarenesstorejectsuchillicit products.

In this context, itis pertinent to note that the trade in the last
five decades, gradually, shifted from being protectionist to
globalised, resulting in the world being one integrated
market. This also promoted fairness in competition at global
level, and gave consumers a fair option to buy better quality
products at affordable prices. The world, however, has
changed dramatically due to the unprecedented global
health crisis created by COVID. Already, the world has
changed unrecognisably, never to become the same again.
This has also brought about a sea change in the way
businesses are done, and the choices people make for their

www.ficcicascade.in

purchases. Viewed in this background, the Prime Minister's
clarion call to "Be Vocal For Local" may, at the first sight, seem
to be a retrograde step. However, if analysed critically, this
appeal is perceived to be based on pragmatism and
expediency to protect the national interest in a critical
situation.

We are facing a tsunami not a cyclone. With the country
reeling under the impact of the pandemic, the Indian
economy, as per the prediction of RBI, is likely to contract by
9.5 percent during FY21. Hence, immediate recovery of
economy is crucial, and that cannot happen unless
indigenous gets unrestricted preference over theimported -
'Swadeshi' over the 'Videshi'. If the misery of the people, not
in million but in billion, is to be mitigated in not too distant a
future, faster growthinashorter time has to become areality.
Therefore, there is no alternative to local manufacturing,
local market, and local supply chain. And this cannot happen
unless the people buy Indian make goods. PM's call to drive
economic resurgence willincrease share of manufacturingin
the country's GDP as in China, create job opportunities, and
will build 'Brand India'. This would also contribute
substantiallyin reducing the cross borderillicit trade.

This, however, does not imply stopping imports and
violating the WTO rules. For our indigenous manufacturing,
we have huge dependence on imports. Value-wise, nearly
two thirds of the country'simports are of raw materials, semi-
finishing goods, and machineries which are allindispensable
for the domestic industry. What, in fact, is needed is only a
behavioural shift in the preference of people for buying only
such ready-to-sell consumer products which are of Indian
make. Consumption of such imported items which do not
need any more value addition in India has to be curtailed.
This would need a motivated proactive response to the PM's
callinfavourofthelocal.

During such challenging times, would it be correct to remain
generous even for them who consistently create
impediments in our efforts to become a secure and
prosperous nation? When we deal such hostile attitude
towards our vital national interests, reciprocity has to take an
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upper hand over generosity. As suggested by Sartre, the in 2008 during the then global slowdown. Now, it seems the
right time has arrived when responding to the consistent
representations from the Indian industry since 2017, the
government rationalises the GST rates, and fixes only four
rates may beat0, 5, 15, and 25 percent.This, no doubt, would

give boost to the industry, increase sale of domestic

need of 'existence' has to get preference over 'essence’
Accepting the Prime Minister's suggestion would also help
achieve the goal of "Atmanirbhar Bharat".

Now, after lifting of the lockdown, the economy has started
to recover faster than expected. But since the setback has

roducts, augment revenue through enhanced compliance,
been so severe that some sectors like MSME which employs o 9 g =

and also minimize illicit trade, the last one is the main
objective that CASCADE has been pursuing for long . The
onus to make contribution during this hour of extreme crisis
is not only on citizens but on the government also. Sooner
the governmentrealises this better would be the results. This
would also help in eliciting enthusiastic response of the

much larger number of people, would, in view of its inherent
weaknesses, take much longer time to return even to
February, 2020 level. In a situation like this, to make the
recovery faster through enhanced sale of local products, it is
required that they sell at cheaper prices. This cannot happen

unless there is reduction of GST rates. We may recall that the
central excise rates were drastically cut from 12.5 to 8 percent

Valve-wise,
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peopletothecallmade by the PM.

Why be “Vocal for Local’

Buying Indian products and supporting Indian industries will help recover the
economy, alongside minimising the menace of cross-border illicit trade
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and expediency to protect the
national interest in a critical
siuaton.

We are facing a tsunami,
not a cyclone. With the coun-
try redling under the impact
of the pa nic, the Indian
economy, the predic-

f 1o contract

immediate r )
of the economy is crucial, and
that cannot happen unless
indigenous get unrestricted
preference over the impaorted

\f

in million but in hll] ion, is to

be mitigated in not too dis-

tant a future growth in

a shorter time h become

e, there is no

¢ to local mar -

turing, local market,

supply chain. And th

not happen unless the

buy Indian make g

call to drive

gence \nl] inc

to reducing the cross border
i trade.
however, does not
3 pping import
violating Ihr WTO rule:

nce on imports. Value-wise,
nearly two- thirds of the coun-
try's imports are of raw mate-
ri-finishing goods,

md machinery which are all

/.l .

nﬁusluuh?

sell con ucts which
are of Indian make. Consump-
tion of such imported items
which do not need any more
value addition in India has 1o
be curtailed. This would need
a motivated Proactive responsc
to the PM call in favour of
the local.

During such challeng-
ing times, would it be correct
1o rema sven for
them whe ly create
impedime
becomea
ousnah
such a hostile .1l||md\
our vital national intere
iprocity 11.1\ to take an upper

o help
goal of "Aatmanirbhar Bhara”.

Now, after lifting the lock-
down, the economy has started
to recover faster than expected.
But since the sethac i
so severe that some sectors
like MSME which employs a
wich larger number of people,
n view of its inherent
weaknesses, take much lon
ger time (o return even to
February 2020 level. In a sit
wation like this, to make the
recovery faster through the
enhanced sale of local prod
that they sell

This cannot

ha :ppm unless there isa reduc-
tion in GST rates, We may
recall that the Central excise
rates were drastically cut from
ntin 2008 dur

bl slowdown.
the right time

n it .dml ry
vernment

rates and
may be at

to the lmhhtr\ increase sale
of domestic products. augment
revenue through enhanced
compliance, and also mini
mise illicit trade, the last one
is the main objective that CAS-
CADE hlslxrn],muun]. fora

of extreme crisis is not only

on citizens but on the govern-

ner the govern

this better would

be the results. This would also

help in eliciting an enthusiastic

response of the rmph to the
call made by

Chairman, C
Indirect
Views
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RK Vi, Adcitional Diector
Generalof Polce,Chbattisgarh
id, During COVID timesthe
Chhattsgarh police hs taken
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tions and ereatean cco-system
for grewth and cevelopment
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Joint efforts needed to address
nterfeiting & smuggling: Dfficials
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Customs seized
goods worth Rs
110 er in NE during
COVID-19
pandemic
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Guwahati, Sep 16 (PTI) The customs sleuths have seized various goods worth W‘:iﬁ iw;: ko)
. M A o - il
Rs 110 crore in 710 operations in North East since the CE)\ [D-19 pandemic iy il Gl sallubb]
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Kawass Lashma, Minsiee Commeste and indusy Govt of &
from e Stats it 2 focus area for pur goverimant and the co

haisgarh tooay sad “Eifiction aciions to elmrais smugghng and coumerfeling
red departrants 4 earemaly uglant in dealng weh such cases " Aodrassing
webrar Corvbatng Courtsrlssteg and Smugging dureg the COVID-18 pardamc ard beyond , oigarzed by FICCT s Commitee-Aganst

Srugging and Countsrsstog Aciabies Destroyny #ra Ecocomy (CASCADE), Lakhma said that e Chhaegarh goverment fes daen
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Chhattisgarh Govt Committed to Promote Local Products, Eiminate flict Trade
in State: Chhattisgarh industry Minister, Kawasi Lakhma
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He adder tnar it imppesava that we mustal] colanersévely check and subssanaly 1edice the dct mekst peribions and creste an eco- [LLICIT TRADE !
syatim ke growh and developmentin the Staie: Mangy Kumar Prgu Secrtary Degwamant of Cormance § Infusry, Sommminal e
Cunanisgarh sad, India’s role a8 2 giotal econcmic powernouse i incresingly nkad 1o 2 25ty 1o ensuns that rghie of legimate cusiness ::*-““':“* Wiripiee iy, Gt F C el @
hiders 222 ovotectes vilh siring rules, 2ed svong anforement af the laas 2nd requiations” e tirber righiighted the meed for efectie NEW DELHI, 15 Sestember 2020; Wy, Daliafyuti Datta, Secrotary. Food & CivE Supphes and e ek R0

g i Ci amncugng
cocrainazon between ceinal and state apines shenghenig domests masutattunng, 3 ) thecerand wply pudnd eeiagng o e Ay
00 0 pebween centraland state agerces. sheg : .ﬁst mesytahy: ,u_ﬂwss'?; . SJ.'L;' panand e .; ] . g o0unars ik Dyaig e S o
Iechngogy, wric wil meks rarkets fres from #icit prodects. R, K. Vi, Addsone? [ector Gengral of Polce, Chiattisgarh sad, "Duneg COWVID runt ot ttin imporae Fie rgarized by FICCTE g ing ane Coar pACHi oy
- L ki st gped t ke A " &
g the Chirathagaih poice has taken 2ect dcton aganst paopla wha hve een mioived i sTugging A° havs deat svangy ag m,m:, TR M G Rl g e GASCADEL it
% — 2 . ar ¥ ntatiuctre
whid havainduiged i the black marksing of consumer gaods”. A modal agancy compriseg of rapreseniatves iom cifiesant gowsneent apaeiasd by FICC i e
onamy [CASCADE] Mr Cuts e sad “The nensce of Ankmase & ] ackiod

degartrints Wil GO5U1E CorSnater AUNons aanst s merce. ha suggasted R era s iy | Memdeisunt

FEBMmAlic e e T from st it e

pararmiddany forces”
Hedl Ayme Charmar, ACCI CASCADE sad. 1 must compiment the Chinategah gavermment and (he enfortement ayeeoes for neentieahy W itanc Humar Pingua, Princial ommantk & industry, Covemmant of Chisaefagan

- B . Secrmlary, & Commerce, s "Indisi ke i g :

E i increasingy Tnkedto s ahithy 3o e that righta of
urteing the pemediions of dotfade * He aoted fat undes the leadershp ol fhe co ; . itians”
and legmats bosiresses il owate & tonducive it for fhe econory of the state gowermment and play & major ol in stengihening
Chiattisgarh govt commitied fo promote Jocal 131 1F% Months, lday's weGnar was erganized 9 ciscuss and
products, eliminate illicit trade in the State: Bl Yo Cnminad 1o By upen wscentits organizationg
Chhattisgarh industry Minister, Kawasi Lakhma

et fien [he enfortement agences and stakatoidery i tha

AICe 30 INOLSTIES M, OMEION (f10CH O3yt ng Prome M £l on ‘Voca fr e wi

IrRgging Ewil Cieale 3 coroucve mvrgnmen o e economy of B Sl govermeang ply 8
g Inca 5 urtear-aaced a1 T as IRanehan smE

Chhattisgarh govt committed to
promote local products, eliminate
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FICCI CASCADE LAUDS ASSAM RIFLES' SUCCESSFUL INTERGEPTION OF
ILLICIT GIGARETTES WORTH Rs 14 CRORE IN NORTH EASTERN STATES

The Times of India
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Rise in smuggling in NE due to eco
dlstress caused by Covid- 19: FICC
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( ) Rise In smupgling in NE due to eco distress caused by COVID-19: AICCI
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Rise in smuggling in NE due io eco
distress caused by COVID- 18; FICCI

The Federatian of Indlian Chanbers of Commerce
and Industry (Ficei} o Suniday said the recent
rise in smuggling in the northenst tan be
anttribited b eeonoemie distress cansed by
COVID-2y pamdemic, The FICCTs Committes
Against Srgghing e Comniterieiting Activities
Distroyiieg the Ecoonsy (CASCADE) lided the

wffrts of fiaroe Assum Rifles aml

congratidatid its Director Geniral along with

ﬂdm- offscers for their antl-smuggling operations,
hat the recent increse in
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Economic distress due to Covid-19
causes rise in smuggling in NE : FICCI
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‘semugsling in the Novth East could be due 1o the
wcoamnle distress insinmatiad by COVID-1g. Loss
of jobs and ek of income duwe to necurment
lockidowns kv lefl citinens withoat o means of
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Recent increase in smuggling in the North East
can be due to economic distress insinuated by
Covid: FICCI Committee

Guwzhati: FICCI's Commiittee Against
Smuggling and Counterfeiting
Activities Destroving the Economy,
(CASCADE) states that experts believe
that the recent increase in smuggiing
In the North East could be duz to the
ecanomic distress insinnated by
COVID-19,

In a statement the body stated, *Lossof jobs and lack of income due to
recurrent Jockdowns have left citizens without 2 means of livelihood. Reports
sugzest that smugziersand i

are using people from the local tobal

(/FI-ccu

canc ARl

The Times of India

Rise in smuggling in NE due to eco distress caused

livelihnod,” PICCI CASCADE said in

Varials Live

nnldlll‘nr rmmnm
Endian Charribers

Covid-induced financial stress led to
surge in smugglmg across NE: Ficci

by COVID- 1g: FICCT

20 of indum Chembers of Commernce and

ot 1 snngghng 1= the sorthesst
v eatised b COVID-1§ pandemsic

Smupyime and Coonterfentmg

setand i cigmestes {rineroasy ik insds © 4 the effbrs of par

m =i umm Hhmm mnumu.-w-q G leng writh ather
Pl o i e jingis ﬂll-r T i e 3 i L
Ill|| werialifn
gl L oh i thregh e imern ey ren thmana,
s taral barder with Mpmn ¢y of the fospe and
o] fry e kit awed fie
Vorisus Verulies of o ety apptng
Fleel's Cremmriine Ags “1'“:?"' ihe parenilitary foere in- = enggling raleied érl
:‘:WJ%T:' Da- A M_M et Mﬂlw-l smiiggiers frane e at Ih-whnm:n i huve Je# coeeny withioat 3 mesny
#ina e Becnomy I iy without any ﬂ:ﬁu e e rspybrgn | ¢ eliiod” FICC] CASCADE sei i n et
= et o s v . ks e S T o i e
o and
dirociarganaral sioagwili - AOCICOMMTEE int, ftakded m terartins e 28 amngzlen 3 st e nmsg pecgls o de Local
el e =g A
“Esperuhaliovihatihe  Heparts num-l |r.. Ihe Fiecd panels ehalrman  arroes several sty Iu'ln 1018, it added
gt e o gy Wi el (o AniSat sl i 5 o he s e it .
ling - wr
mitate mll h&'u 1 s the Aveym Refles i1 @ ol months seived mng,
fh\ﬂ]ulﬁllllnda sy nsiizeed 3y umuhimhhuﬁm et e e | FICCE sae the Aseinn Rallee i e bt 00 st anngglad
bﬁ Inobie org rﬂ-ll.lmufhh-ﬂluk I uf i fnanci. dnmlm 'mr w-mnml ithal
Jool X exchager il o pddeveand with
baveiefizitianny o 18 ded, Fortunliies i g - aericier vigilaace and e
B P et s 1 e DR N BA N it
The Hindu

E THEwa I

rives in marth eust dus to ecenomic distrans
caused by Couid-1: FICEI

FICCI

Economic distress due to Covid-19
causes rise in smuggiing in NE.
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Assam Rising

Ficci Cascade Lauds Assam
Rifles' Successful Interception
Of Illicit Cigarettes Worth Rs 14|
Crore In North Eastern States

Guwahati, September 06 : FICCTs Commuities Agamsi
Smuggling and Counterfeiting Ac ies Diestroying|
the Economy, (CASCADE), a dedicated platfisrm for
generating awareness on the adverse impact of smug-|
gling and illicht trading, congratulated the Directon|
Gieneral of Assam Rifles und the officers for their valu-
able contribution in anti-smuggling work, In a com-|
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fuble effort, the officers of Assam Rifles in the
last two months seized smuggled cigareties worth
around Rs. 14 crore along with other il :

intercepted smugglers transpo
ments using bikes, cars and trucks while hiding them|
wide rice sacks, jungle tracks, vegetation and others. |
Louding the brave ofMicers of Assam Rifles, Mr. Anill
Rajput. Chairman of FICCTC, A'-u( a\l’l said, "Tlicit ciga-|
retie 2 wa 1k before ol
nation that has been draining our mwg-mmr:r\t exche-|
quer by creating opportunities from tax arbitruge. Iy

akso th local jnds and their capacity o
create livelihoods, Assam Rifles’ proactive vigilance|
m pring the of igggbed goods is af

definitive \lep wwards puiting fear in the hears of
those who deal in such trading. Their commendablel
cl'lun sets forth an example 1o be keenly studied and

! 4 by other es of the coun-
try." FICCT CASCADE has also requested Secretary,|
Home, Govi. of India for appropriate intervention fof
g..,—nunfc other paramilitary fur:c‘n on :hr.- gr..uh o
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The recent rise in smuggling in the northeast can be
attributed to ecopomic distress
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Committee Against Smuggling
and Counterfeiting Activities
Destroying the Economy

& thunterféﬁfng
Activities Destroying
~ the Economy

C ication, C {ination and
Collaboration- Strengthening the fight
against counterfeiting and smuggling

Augst 31, 2019 | Kamataka
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS

1. $1.6 million in illegal cigarettes seized

6 July 2020 | Dryden Now

Over $1.6 million of illegal tobacco has been seized and taken off the streets by local police. On July 5, members of the
Dryden OPP were conducting traffic enforcement duties on Highway 17 east of Dryden, when they stopped and
investigated two vehicles. Between the two vehicles, police found and seized 386 cases of illegal cigarettes with an

estimated value of $1.6 million.

https://www.drydennow.com/local/1-6-million-in-illegal-cigarettes-seized

U
2. More Than $3.1 Million Of P
Counterfeit Watches Seized At O'Hare

11 July 2020 | CBS Chicago

United States Customs and Border Protection officers
seized 193 counterfeit watches worth more than $3.1
million at the International Mail Facility at Chicago O'Hare
between June 21 and July 6, CBP officials confirm. CBP
officers seized 175 parcels, most of which were inspected
because they were mis-manifested and had x-ray
anomalies. Most of the watches were Rolex.

https://chicago.cbslocal.com/2020/07/11/more-than-3-1-
million-of-counterfeit-watches-seized-at-ohare/

Ul
4, U.S. customs in Mobile seize $1 20,&)0
worth of illegal disinfectant wipes

16 July 2020 | Alabama

U.S. Customs and Border Protection officers in the Port of
Mobile have intercepted $120,000 of illegal disinfectant
wipes, continuing the federal agency's purge of mislabeled
and unregistered personal protection equipment and
cleaning supplies. “The dedicated workforce of CBP remains
vigilant and committed to identifying and seizing
counterfeit, unapproved or otherwise substandard COVID-
19 products that can potentially threaten the health and
safety of American consumers,” said Anthony Acrey, Mobile
Port Director. “Establishing and maintaining partnerships
with other government agencies is vital to ensure success.’

https://www.al.com/news/beaches/2020/07/us-customs-in-
mobile-seize-120000-worth-of-illegal-disinfectant-

wipes.html

3. Shanghai police seize $242 million~
in fake products, vowing to protect IP
rights

15 July 2020 | Global Times

Shanghai police have reportedly seized copycat products
worth more than 1.7 billion yuan ($242 million) this year,
destroying some 240 dens that produce, store or sell
counterfeit items. During a special campaign focusing on
cracking down on intellectual property (IP) violations
codenamed "Kunlun 2020;" police in Shanghai said they
have solved more than 230 related cases, and protected
the legitimate rights and interests of more than 60
brands, China Central Television (CCTV) reported on
Tuesday.

https://www.globaltimes.cn/content/1194561.shtml

5. Counterfeit crackdown nets $242M
in fake products

18 July 2020 | Asia Times

Shanghai police have a message for would-be operators
selling bogus goods - sooner or later, you will be caught.
Police reportedly seized copycat products worth more
than 1.7 billion yuan (US$242 million) this year,
destroying some 240 dens that produce, store or sell
counterfeit items, The Global Times reported. During a
special campaign focusing on cracking down on
intellectual property (IP) violations codenamed "Kunlun
2020," police in Shanghai said they have solved more
than 230 related cases, and protected the legitimate
rights and interests of more than 60 brands, China
Central Television (CCTV) reported.

https://asiatimes.com/2020/07/counterfeit-crackdown-

nets-242m-in-fake-products/
www.ficcicascade.in g
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6. Police seize fake COVID kits in international trafficking crackdown

22 July 2020 | Live Mint

Police have seized 17,000 fake COVID-19 testing kits discovered in raids against illicit food and drink products across
dozens of countries, Interpol said Wednesday. Officials seized $40 million (34.5 million euros) worth of fake or
substandard products in 77 countries, and arrested 407 people in the operation, carried out from December 2019 to
June 2020. The products included contaminated dairy products, meat from illegally slaughtered animals and food
products falsely labelled as medicinal cures, said Interpol, based in the southeastern French city of Lyon.

https://www.livemint.com/news/world/police-seize-fake-covid-kits-in-international-trafficking-crackdown-

11595418376479.html

7. Middle East/North African
Authorities Seize Fake Medical

Products
22 July 2020 | OCCRP

Amid a global surge for medical supplies caused by the
COVID-19 pandemic, an Interpol-coordinated operation
across the Middle East and North Africa seized thousands
of counterfeit medical masks and drugs. Between
February and April, authorities from Iraq, Jordan, Kuwait,
Lebanon, Libya, Morocco, Qatar and Saudi Arabia carried
out inspections on their land, water and air borders,
targeting pharmaceutical crimes.

https://www.occrp.org/en/daily/12818-middle-east-
north-african-authorities-seize-fake-medical-products

9. ICA foils bid to smuggle 5,000
cartons of cigarettes hidden under
lorry

18 August 2020 | The Strait Times

SINGAPORE - More than 5,000 cartons of duty-unpaid
cigarettes were found hidden under a Malaysian-
registered lorry at Tuas Checkpoint last Thursday (Aug
13). The lorry's driver, a 47-year-old Malaysian, has been
charged in court. The duty evaded for the cigarettes
amounted to $429,310, and the goods and services tax
evaded was $34,760. Immigration and Checkpoints
Authority (ICA) officers had spotted something suspicious
about the exterior of the lorry, which was carrying a
consignment of precast concrete.

https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/courts-
crime/ica-foils-bid-to-smuggle-5000-cartons-of-
cigarettes-hidden-under-lorry

a www.ficcicascade.in
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8. Two trucks intercepted at border -
post attempting to smuggle R2m
worth of illicit goods

23 July 2020 | The Citizen

Police say two suspects will appear in court on charges of
smuggling illicit cigarettes and Contravention of
Medicine and Related Substance Control Act. Police
deployed at the Groblersbridge Border post outside
Lephalale, Limpopo, on Tuesday intercepted two trucks
attempting to smuggle R2 million worth of illicit goods
into South Africa.

https.//citizen.co.za/news/south-
africa/crime/2327206/two-trucks-intercepted-at-border-
post-attempting-to-smuggle-r2m-worth-of-illicit-goods/

U
10. Over 120,000 Counterfeit Golf
Products Seized In Multi-City Raids In
China

23 August 2020 | Forbes

A historic crackdown on counterfeit golf equipment
seized 120,000 pieces of fake product bearing brand
names such as Titleist, TaylorMade, PXG, PING, Callaway
and XXIO after police in China simultaneously raided 10
locations in four different cities this week. The U.S. Golf
Manufacturers Anti-Counterfeiting Working Group, also
known as the Golf Group, announced the successful raids
against the online product sellers.

https://www.forbes.com/sites/erikmatuszewski/2020/08/
23/over-120000-counterfeit-golf-products-seized-in-
multi-city-raids-in-china/#3347e1de6352
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NATIONAL NEWS

1. Four Held for Their Alleged Involvement in Smuggling Luxurious Watches:

Customs
27 September 2020 | Latest LY

New Delhi, Sep 27 (PTI) Four people have been arrested by the customs officials for their alleged involvement in
smuggling luxurious watches worth nearly Rs 3 crore, according to an official statement issued on Sunday. “Delhi airport
customs on the basis of suspicion intercepted two Indian passengers on 24.09.20 coming from Dubai via flight UK 224
having four (04) high-end luxurious watches valued at Rs 51.55 lakh, with an intention to smuggle them," it said.

https://www.latestly.com/agency-news/india-news-four-held-for-their-alleged-involvement-in-smuggling-luxurious-

watches-customs-2053147.html

2. Smuggled foreign cigarettes seizeﬁ
in Hyderabad, five held

3 July 2020 | The Hindu

Smuggled foreign cigarettes valued at X 1.03 crore were
seized by Hyderabad city police on Friday. The
contraband was concealed in 503 cartons.

Acting on a tip-off, sleuths of the Commissioner's Task
Force (North Zone) intercepted a goods vehicle near
Rishab Agency in Siddiamber Bazar and found huge
quantities of foreign cigarettes, which were smuggled
into the city.

https://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Hyderabad/sm
uggled-foreign-cigarettes-seized-in-hyderabad-five-
held/article31982675.ece

U
4. Fake injections racket busted in
Gujarat

18 July 2020 | The Week

Gujarat's Food and Drugs Control Administration on
Saturday unearthed a racket of selling fake and spurious
Tocilizumab injections in Surat and Ahmedabad. The
FDCA busted the racket about a week after another
racket of selling life saving injections at a high rate was
unearthed in the state. Four persons have been arrested
in connection with the latest case. Raids were conducted
in Surat and it was found that one Sohel Ismail Tai
manufactured spurious drugs under the name of Genic
Pharma. Machines, ampules and APl worth Rs 8 lakh were
seized.

https.//www.theweek.in/news/india/2020/07/18/fake-
injections-racket-busted-in-gujarat.ntml

3. Smuggling of gold, cigarettes,
liquor surges amid COVID

15 July 2020 | The Siasat Daily

New Delhi: Gold, cigarettes and liquor were among high
tax items which topped the list of smuggled goods
across India amid the current coronavirus crisis that has
led to economic distress. Smuggling of these goods not
only registered a sharp spike amid the pandemic but also
smugglers, interestingly, used innovative measures like
ferrying illegal cigarettes in COVID-19 special trains.

https://www.siasat.com/smuggling-of-gold-cigarettes-
liguor-surges-amid-covid-1923943/

5. Indore: Four traders of Ranipura
Market arrested for selling fake
cosmetic products

29 July 2020 | Free Press Journal

Indore: Four traders of Ranipura Market were nabbed
selling fake cosmetic products with label of a renowned
company, on Wednesday. When nabbed, the accused
were cheating customers by selling them the fake
products. According to DIG Harinarayanachari Mishra, a
team of Central Kotwali police station arrested four
shopkeepers and seized fake cosmetics worth Rs 4.66
lakh.

https://www.freepressjournal.in/indore/indore-four-
traders-of-ranipura-market-arrested-for-selling-fake-

cosmetic-products
www.ficcicascade.in ﬁ
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6. Customs busts illegal Agarbatti import racket

30 July 2020 I CNBCTV18

In a major drive against the smuggling of Agarrbattis from Vietnam, Customs officers on Wednesday arrested Bharat H.
Shah and his son, Shri Ronik Shah at Chennai after seizing 161.94 MT of Agarbattis and 68.36 MT of Agarbatti Powder
which was found concealed in containers imported by M/s. Indian Agarbatti Manufacturers, Bangalore. This is one of the

biggest seizures of restricted items in recent times at the port.

https://www.cnbctv18.com/business/customs-busts-smuggling-racket-in-agarbattis-by-misuse-of-asian-free-trade-

agreement-6493261.htm

p
U]
7. Kolkata Police seizes 1,400 litres of
fake hand sanitizer, 2 arrested

1 August 2020 | India Today

Kolkata Police has seized 1,400 litres of fake hand
sanitizer from a godown in the city. The Enforcement
Branch (EB), along with the Anti-Rowdy Squad (ARS) of
the Kolkata Police, raided two locations in central Kolkata
on Thursday and recovered the spurious sanitizers. Acting
on a tip-off about the manufacture and sale of spurious
sanitiser in Ezra Street locality under Hare Street police
station limits, sleuths of the city police conducted a raid
in the area and seized 1,400 litres of such sanitiser from
two shops.

https://www.indiatoday.in/india/story/kolkata-police-
seizes-1-400-litres-of-fake-hand-sanitizer-2-arrested-
1706758-2020-08-01

p
9. Water tanker carrying 10,000 quu‘dﬁ'
bottles seized in Andhra Pradesh's
Guntur
7 September 2020 | India Today

The enforcement authorities in Andhra Pradesh's Guntur
have seized at least 10,000 bottles of illegal liquor from a
water tanker. The water tanker carrying illegal liquor was
seized at Munagodu Mandal in Amaravati region of
Andhra Pradesh. Andhra Special Enforcement Bureau
seized around 10,000 illegal bottles in the water tanker
and arrested eight men involved in the supply of illegal
liquor to other areas from Andhra Pradesh. The liquor
was illegally being transported from Hyderabad to
Amaravati.

https://www.indiatoday.in/india/story/water-tanker-
10000-liquor-bottles-seized-andhra-pradesh-guntur-
1719334-2020-09-07

h www.ficcicascade.in

8. 107 kg gold sneaked in via Kochi —
airport this year in diplomatic bags

11 July 2020 I The New Indian Express

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM: As much as 107 kg of gold is
estimated to have been sneaked in inside diplomatic
baggage through Kochi airport this year, with its end
destination remaining unclear. This has prompted the
National Investigation Agency (NIA) to take over the case,
highly placed sources told TNIE.

Intelligence sources said the gold arrived in various
consignments and it need to be ascertained whether the
booty had ended up with extremist groups or those who
are engaged in floating a parallel economy.

https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/kerala/2020/j
ul/11/107kg-gold-sneaked-in-via-kochi-airport-this-year-
in-diplomatic-bags-2168109.html

[
10. In last 4.5 years, over 500 cases l)
Delhi for producing, selling fake
products.

21 September 2020 | Millennium Post

New Delhi: In the last four and a half years, the Delhi
Police have registered over 500 cases against various
individuals for selling fake products starting from
eatables and water to costly watches, medicines and
medical equipment being sold in the Capital. Police said
they had arrested more than 530 people since 2016 in
these cases. According to the Delhi Police's data on
Copyright Act cases, accessed by Millennium Post, 47
cases have been registered this year till August in relation
to selling fake products. The total number of such cases
last year was 148; over 80 in 2018; around 115 in 2017
and 159in 2016.

http://www.millenniumpost.in/delhi/in-last-45-years-
over-500-cases-in-delhi-for-producing-selling-fake-

products-418889?infinitescroll=1
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Inthe recent past India’s economic growth story has attracted world’s attention bringing new challenges for
the domestic economy. One of the challenges currently faced is the growing illicit trade in counterfeits, pass
offsand smuggled goods. These activities are also threatening brands not only in every region of the country
but across the globe. Contraband and counterfeit products hurt the integrity of the brand, further diluting
the brand owner’s reputation. This not only results in erosion of sales of the legitimate product but further
[CASCADE]s onto affect the consumers in the form of health and safety hazards. With the above insight the
Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce and Industry (FICCI) took the initiative to dedicate a forum by
establishing the Committee Against Smuggling and Counterfeiting Activities Destroying the Economy -
CASCADE on 18th January, 2011.

e~ Contact:
FICCI CASCADE
Federation House, 1, Tansen Marg, New Delhi 110001, India
T: +91-11-23487528 | F:+91-11-23320714 | Email: cascade@ficci.com

www:.ficcicascade.in l
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