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Free Trade Agreements 
 
Govt extends India-UAE CEPA gold import license validity till June 30 
The government on Tuesday extended the validity of licences issued for gold import at quota-based duty 
concession under a free trade pact with the UAE till June 3 amid the West Asian crisis. Under the India-UAE 
comprehensive economic partnership agreement (CEPA), India has granted quota-based duty concessions on 
gold imports under the tariff rate quota (TRQ). 
https://www.business-standard.com/india-news/govt-extends-validity-trq-license-gold-imports-under-trade-
pact-with-uae-126032401177_1.html 
 
India, EU step up engagement to fast-track trade, tech talks 
India and the EU are stepping up engagement to fast-track outcomes of the January 27 India-EU Summit, with a 
series of initiatives planned over the coming months, according to people familiar with the matter. An 11-
member European Parliament delegation, led by Angelika Niebler, chair of the delegation for relations with 
India, is expected to visit India soon to strengthen parliamentary ties. In May, senior officials from both sides are 
set to hold consultations on the Indo-Pacific region, focusing on maritime security, supply chain resilience and 
regional stability amid global disruptions. 
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/foreign-trade/india-eu-step-up-engagement-to-fast-
track-trade-tech-talks/articleshow/129738329.cms  
 
India-EU FTA expected to bring more German companies to India 
Several German companies will look at India with renewed interest when the Free Trade Agreement (FTA) that 
was concluded in January this year between the European Union and India will be implemented, said Philipp 
Ackermann, German Ambassador to India and Bhutan. Speaking to the media on the sidelines of a special 
meeting of the Coimbatore chapter of the German Indian Round Table organised in Coimbatore city on 
Wednesday, he said that there was a good chance that the FTA would be ratified by the EU by the end of this 
year. 
https://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Coimbatore/india-eu-fta-expected-to-bring-more-german-companies-
to-india/article70785239.ece 
 
‘Trade deal with India not far-off, but there are still gaps’: U.S. official 
The U.S. and India are not “far off” from finalizing an interim trade deal, but need to bridge some negotiating 
gaps, such as over discussions on pulses and the staging of tariff reductions, according to a U.S. official. “We’re 
not that far off from finalizing the interim trade deal, but some gaps remain,” the official told The Hindu in recent 
days. 
https://www.thehindu.com/business/trade-deal-not-far-off-but-there-are-still-gaps-us-
official/article70790097.ece 
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India, Chile review progress in proposed trade pact ahead of talks ahead of WTO meet 
India and Chile on Wednesday reviewed the progress of negotiations for a proposed free trade agreement (FTA), 
with both sides discussing ways to accelerate talks and deepen bilateral economic engagement, reported PTI. 
The issue came up during a meeting between Commerce Secretary Rajesh Agrawal and Chile’s Vice-Minister of 
International Economic Relations Paula Estevez Weinstein in Yaounde, the capital of Cameroon, where Agrawal 
is attending the 14th ministerial conference of the World Trade Organisation (WTO).  
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/business/india-business/india-chile-review-progress-in-proposed-trade-
pact-talks-ahead-of-wto-meet/articleshow/129805416.cms 
 

Bilateral Trade  
 
India, US Officials Discuss Bilateral Trade and WTO Agenda 
The Department of Commerce on Wednesday said that Commerce Secretary Rajesh Agrawal held a meeting 
with Deputy US Trade Representative Joseph Barloon, and discussed issues related to the ministerial 
conference of World Trade Organisation (WTO) and ways to further expand bilateral trade ties between the 
two nations. In a social media post, the department under commerce ministry said that they had detailed 
discussions on the MC14 agenda and explored strategic ways to further deepen our economic cooperation and 
bilateral trade ties. The meeting was held in Yaounde, the capital city of Cameroon.  
https://www.deccanchronicle.com/nation/india-us-officials-discuss-bilateral-trade-and-wto-agenda-1946257 
 

Sectoral Updates  
 
Payments up to ₹25,000 crore pending: Basmati exporters amid Iran war 
The ongoing conflict in West Asia has severely disrupted India's premium basmati rice exports, causing significant 
losses to traders and threatening the livelihoods of farmers. According to a Bhopal-based businessman, 
consignments of Premium 1121 Basmati rice are currently stuck at ports, with payments worth Rs 2,000 crore 
to Rs 25,000 crore pending. 
https://www.business-standard.com/economy/news/payments-up-to-25-000-crore-pending-basmati-
exporters-amid-iran-war-126032600383_1.html 
 
Sugar mills rush export deals on record-low rupee, rising global prices 
Indian sugar mills have returned to the export market, locking in 100,000 metric tons of shipments in a week 
after a slump in the rupee to a record low and a rally in global prices restored the economics of overseas sales, 
five dealers told Reuters. Shipments from the world's second biggest sugar producer will help Asian and 
African consumers to secure sugar at lower prices amid rising freight and global prices, which are trading near 
the highest level in five months. 
https://www.business-standard.com/economy/news/sugar-mills-rush-export-deals-on-record-low-rupee-
rising-global-prices-126032300475_1.html 
 
Input costs may deny exporters edge gained from rupee at record low. Textiles, leather, agro products, carpets 
may benefit 
The rupee's fall to a record low of 93.86 against the dollar may offer a modest competitive edge to exporters, 
but rising input costs are likely to offset the gains, industry executives said. The depreciation could support 
exports of textiles, leather, agro products, carpets, handicrafts and some engineering goods. Almost 60% of 
India's goods trade is in dollars and the depreciation will help traditional sectors such as textiles and leather that 
have low dependence on imports. 
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/foreign-trade/input-costs-may-deny-exporters-edge-
gained-from-rupee-at-record-low-textiles-leather-agro-products-carpets-may-
benefit/articleshow/129761501.cms  
 
West Asia crisis hits scrap imports, drives up costs: Recycling industry 
The ongoing West Asia conflict has disrupted nearly a fifth of India’s metal scrap imports, pushing up costs for 
the recycling industry amid a sharp rise in freight rates, insurance constraints, and supply-chain bottlenecks, 
representatives of the Material Recycling Association of India (MRAI) and industry executives told Business 
Standard.  

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/business/india-business/india-chile-review-progress-in-proposed-trade-pact-talks-ahead-of-wto-meet/articleshow/129805416.cms
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/business/india-business/india-chile-review-progress-in-proposed-trade-pact-talks-ahead-of-wto-meet/articleshow/129805416.cms
https://www.deccanchronicle.com/nation/india-us-officials-discuss-bilateral-trade-and-wto-agenda-1946257
https://www.business-standard.com/economy/news/payments-up-to-25-000-crore-pending-basmati-exporters-amid-iran-war-126032600383_1.html
https://www.business-standard.com/economy/news/payments-up-to-25-000-crore-pending-basmati-exporters-amid-iran-war-126032600383_1.html
https://www.business-standard.com/economy/news/sugar-mills-rush-export-deals-on-record-low-rupee-rising-global-prices-126032300475_1.html
https://www.business-standard.com/economy/news/sugar-mills-rush-export-deals-on-record-low-rupee-rising-global-prices-126032300475_1.html
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/foreign-trade/input-costs-may-deny-exporters-edge-gained-from-rupee-at-record-low-textiles-leather-agro-products-carpets-may-benefit/articleshow/129761501.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/foreign-trade/input-costs-may-deny-exporters-edge-gained-from-rupee-at-record-low-textiles-leather-agro-products-carpets-may-benefit/articleshow/129761501.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/foreign-trade/input-costs-may-deny-exporters-edge-gained-from-rupee-at-record-low-textiles-leather-agro-products-carpets-may-benefit/articleshow/129761501.cms


https://www.business-standard.com/industry/news/west-asia-crisis-disrupts-scrap-imports-drives-up-costs-
india-126032600966_1.html 
 
Indian iron ore imports set to hit 7-year high in FY26 on strong demand 
India's imports of iron ore, a key raw material in steelmaking, are set to rise to a seven-year high in the fiscal 
year ending on March 31, driven by a shortage of high-grade ore and demand from JSW Steel, analysts and 
industry executives said. Overall imports are likely to reach 12 million to 14 million metric tons in 2025-26, more 
than doubling from a year earlier, analysts and trade officials said. 
https://www.business-standard.com/economy/news/indian-iron-ore-imports-set-to-hit-7-year-high-in-fy26-
on-strong-demand-126032500020_1.html 
 
Power ministry directs plants using imported coal to run at full capacity 
The Power Ministry is believed to have directed imported coal-based thermal plants to operate at full capacity 
for three months from April 1, to avoid any electricity shortage amid the estimated peak demand of 270GW 
during this summer. Sources said that in letters sent to imported coal-based plants in the country, the power 
ministry invoked Section 11 of the Electricity Act, asking them to run at full capacity. 
https://www.business-standard.com/industry/news/power-ministry-directs-plants-using-imported-coal-to-
run-at-full-capacity-126032500941_1.html 
 
Coal imports fall 4.2% in Apr-Jan FY26, to remain subdued in near term 
The country's coal imports dropped 4.2 per cent to 213.10 million tonnes (MT) in the April-January period of 
the current fiscal year and with seaborne prices showing an uptick, imports are likely to remain subdued in the 
near term. The decline underscores the country's push towards self-reliance in coal production amid surging 
domestic output, even as global thermal coal prices firm up due to supply constraints and geopolitical 
tensions. 
https://www.business-standard.com/industry/news/coal-imports-fall-4-2-in-apr-jan-fy26-to-remain-subdued-
in-near-term-126032200111_1.html 
 
India scaling up rare earth magnet output to cut imports: Jitendra Singh 
India is ramping up domestic production of rare earth permanent magnets, crucial for electronics, space, 
aerospace, defence and electric vehicles, with the first-ever Samarium Cobalt plant becoming operational in 
2023, Union Minister Jitendra Singh said on Wednesday. While admitting that over 80 per cent of these magnets 
are still imported due to limited domestic capacity, Singh, who is MoS Prime Minister's Office, highlighted 
significant strides made in the last 10-11 years through high prioritisation by the government. 
https://www.business-standard.com/industry/news/india-scaling-up-rare-earth-magnet-output-to-cut-
imports-jitendra-singh-126032500528_1.html 
 

State Updates 
 
West Asia crisis hits rice exports from MP's Raisen, Balaghat districts 
Export of basmati and boiled non-basmati rice from Madhya Pradesh to several countries has been severely 
impacted by the West Asia crisis, stakeholders in the sector said on Saturday. Basmati rice from Raisen and 
boiled non-basmati rice from Balaghat have a distinct identity and are exported to many foreign countries, 
including the Gulf, they pointed out. 
https://www.business-standard.com/economy/news/west-asia-crisis-hits-rice-exports-from-mp-s-raisen-
balaghat-districts-126032100402_1.html 
 

WTO 
 
WTO chief calls for overhaul of global trade rules as world order shifts 
The WTO chief called on countries on Thursday to overhaul global trade rules, telling them the old world order 
had gone for good, following a year of turmoil sparked by US tariffs and wider geopolitical tensions. Ngozi 
Okonjo-Iweala set out a list of problems facing the World Trade Organization —including the paralysis of its 
dispute-settlement mechanism — at the start of a four-day meeting of the body in Cameroon. 
https://www.business-standard.com/world-news/wto-chief-calls-for-overhaul-of-global-trade-rules-as-world-
order-shifts-126032601205_1.html 
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WTO MC14: India resists US push to make ecommerce duty moratorium permanent 
Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush Goyal on Thursday called for a careful review of the moratorium on 
Customs duty on ecommerce, citing the lack of a common understanding among World Trade Organization 
(WTO) member nations on its scope and the potentially significant implications. 
https://www.business-standard.com/industry/news/wto-mc14-us-pushes-ecommerce-duty-moratorium-
permanent-india-resists-126032601094_1.html 
 
Ahead of WTO's 14th ministerial meet, USTR pushes rethink in MFN norm 
Global trade rules, especially the most-favoured nation (MFN) principle, are being weakened and need to be 
reconsidered, largely because countries do not fully adhere to them, the United States Trade Representative 
(USTR) said in a report on World Trade Organization (WTO) reform ahead of the global trade body’s 14th 
ministerial conference (MC14). 
https://www.business-standard.com/economy/news/ustr-pushes-rethink-in-mfn-trade-norm-ahead-of-wto-
mc14-126032401006_1.html 
 
US seeks flexible pathway to include plurilateral pacts at WTO 
With two days left for the 14th ministerial conference of the World Trade Organization (WTO), the US suggested 
the global trade watchdog to focus on finding a more flexible way to incorporate plurilateral agreements into its 
architecture. Plurilateral agreements are negotiated and agreed by only some WTO members.  
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/foreign-trade/us-seeks-flexible-pathway-to-include-
plurilateral-pacts-at-wto/articleshow/129781977.cms  
 
India holds bilateral meetings with EU, Russia, NZ, others on MC14 sidelines 
Commerce secretary Rajesh Agrawal Thursday held bilateral talks with the EU, Russia, New Zealand, Peru and 
Mexico on the sidelines of the ongoing 14th ministerial conference of the World Trade Organization (WTO MC14) 
to advance trade agenda and issues related to the trade deals with the respective economies. In his meeting 
with members of the European Parliament delegation led by Bernd Lange, Chair of the European Parliament’s 
Committee on International Trade, the discussions focused on key issues related to the WTO, including the need 
for institutional reforms and the future direction of global trade frameworks. 
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/foreign-trade/india-holds-bilateral-meetings-with-eu-
russia-nz-others-on-mc14-sidelines/articleshow/129829307.cms  
 
WTO's dispute settlement system should be fully functional, says Piyush Goyal 
India on Thursday called upon WTO members to work towards making the WTO's dispute settlement system 
fully functional, as the current dysfunctional mechanism has deprived countries of receiving effective redressal. 
On the first day of the World Trade Organisation's (WTO) 14th ministerial conference (MC14) in Yaounde, 
Cameroon, Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush Goyal said that there is a need for a careful reconsideration 
of the further extension of the moratorium on customs duties on e-commerce trade. 
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/foreign-trade/wtos-dispute-settlement-system-
should-be-fully-functional-says-piyush-goyal/articleshow/129830334.cms  
 
India, 39 others raise concerns over China-led investment pact proposal 
Around 40 countries including India and Turkiye have raised concerns at the World Trade Organisation over a 
China-backed proposal for a new Investment Facilitation for Development (IFD) framework at this week's 
ministerial meeting, officials privy to the development said.  The development assumes significance as 
proponents of the proposal are keen to secure a deal at the WTO's 14th Ministerial Conference (MC14) in 
Cameroon from March 26-29.  
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/foreign-trade/india-39-others-raise-concerns-over-
china-led-investment-pact-proposal/articleshow/129738031.cms  
 
At WTO meet, Piyush Goyal says plurilateral agreements must not be imposed 
India on Thursday said incorporation of plurilateral outcomes into the World Trade Organization (WTO) 
framework must be based on consensus and should not impose obligations on members that do not 
participate. It also called for a "careful reconsideration" of the moratorium on customs duties on electronic 
transmissions even as the US asked the WTO to make the e-commerce duty moratorium permanent and WTO 
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chief Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala said members should work towards a "workable solution on the extension of the e-
commerce moratorium. 
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/foreign-trade/at-wto-meet-piyush-goyal-says-
plurilateral-agreements-must-not-be-imposed/articleshow/129833037.cms 
 

Global Trade  
 
Cuba refuses to let US Embassy in Havana import diesel for generators 
The Cuban government has refused a request by the US Embassy in Havana to allow it to import diesel for its 
generators while the Trump administration continues to impose a fuel blockade on the island, according to 
two US officials familiar with the matter. The Cuban government turned down the request as the US State 
Department has been weighing a reduction in staffing at the embassy in Havana because of the lack of diesel. 
https://www.business-standard.com/world-news/cuba-refuses-to-let-us-embassy-in-havana-import-diesel-
for-generators-126032100086_1.html 
 
Global LNG exports hit six-month low as West Asia conflict disrupts flows 
Global liquefied natural gas exports declined to a six—month low, erasing recent supply additions from the US 
and elsewhere as the conflict in West Asia throttles flows. The 10-day moving average for LNG shipments has 
fallen about 20 per cent from the start of the month to 1.1 million tonnes, the lowest since September, 
according to Bloomberg analysis of ship-tracking data on Kpler. 
https://www.business-standard.com/industry/news/global-lng-exports-hit-six-month-low-as-west-asia-
conflict-disrupts-flows-126032300075_1.html 
 
Freight surge, LPG shortage amid Iran war hit exports from east India 
The West Asia crisis has pushed freight costs for Europe-bound cargo up by 60-80 per cent, with exports falling 
by as much as 50 per cent for some exporters while hundreds of containers got stranded at Kolkata port, industry 
representatives said on Thursday. Calcutta Customs House Agents Association (CCHAA) president Mannu 
Choudhary told PTI that freight charges have risen by over 40 per cent due to rerouting through the African 
route, while war surcharges imposed by shipping lines have taken the total cost escalation to 70-80 per cent for 
shipments to Europe and the US. 
https://www.business-standard.com/economy/news/freight-surge-lpg-shortage-amid-iran-war-hit-exports-
from-east-india-126032600355_1.html 
 
Switzerland stops US arms exports over Iran war citing neutrality policy 
Switzerland has said it will not grant licences for companies to export weapons to the United States amid the 
ongoing war involving Iran, citing its longstanding policy of neutrality, Al Jazeera reported. "The export of war 
materiel to countries involved in the international armed conflict with Iran cannot be authorised for the 
duration of the conflict," the Swiss government said in a statement on Friday, as reported by Al Jazeera. 
https://www.business-standard.com/world-news/switzerland-stops-us-arms-exports-over-iran-war-citing-
neutrality-policy-126032100056_1.html 
 
China launches two 'reciprocal' probes into US trade practices 
China's commerce ministry said on Friday it had initiated two counter-probes into U.S. practices hampering the 

flow ⁠of ⁠Chinese products into the United States, in a move suggesting no retaliation from Beijing immediately 

against recent U.S. ⁠probes. The two investigations - to conclude within six ⁠months but which could be further 
extended - are launched in response to two U.S. Section 301 investigations against China, the ministry said in a 
statement, describing the moves. 
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/foreign-trade/china-launches-two-reciprocal-probes-
into-us-trade-practices/articleshow/129842353.cms 
 
Australia and EU seal trade deal to cut reliance on China’s rare earths 
Australia and the European Union have signed a trade deal removing tariffs for nearly all exports of Australian 
critical minerals, amid concerns over China’s dominant position in the supply of rare earths. European 
Commission President Ursula von der Leyen on Tuesday said the deal, which was eight years in the making, 
meant the EU and Australia were “moving even closer together”. 
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https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2026/3/24/australia-and-eu-seal-trade-deal-to-cut-reliance-on-chinas-rare-
earths 
 

Other Key Coverages 
 
India gathers data to counter US claims of excess capacity 
India has begun compiling granular industry data after the US sought consultations under a Section 301 probe 
into alleged excess capacity. The commerce and industry ministry has asked the industry to furnish details on 
installed capacity, production, employment, policy support, export profiles, linkages with the US, and integration 
into global value chains, according to people familiar with the matter. The probe, under Section 301 of the US 
Trade Act, claims India has created significant excess capacity in petrochemicals, steel and solar modules, while 
identifying textiles, health, construction goods, and automotive goods as sectors where India has a global trade 
surplus. 
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/foreign-trade/india-gathers-data-to-counter-us-
claims-of-excess-capacity/articleshow/129810831.cms  
 
West Asia crisis: Hormuz closure forcing Trump, importers to seek solution 
The effective closure of the Strait of Hormuz — entering its fourth week as conflict in the region deepens — is 
piling pressure on the US administration and on major importers of oil, gas and fuels from the Persian Gulf, 
prompting them to scramble for solutions. President Donald Trump on Saturday issued a 48-hour ultimatum 
for traffic to resume and threatened to strike Iran’s power plants. https://www.business-standard.com/world-
news/west-asia-crisis-hormuz-closure-forcing-trump-importers-to-seek-solution-126032200264_1.html 
 
India cuts fuel duty on petrol & diesel, imposes export levy on diesel, ATF 
The government has cut the excise duty on petrol and diesel by ₹10 per litre each to help oil marketing 
companies (OMCs) manage high crude prices. It also imposed an export duty of ₹21.5 per litre on diesel and 
₹29.5 per litre on aviation turbine fuel (ATF) to ensure domestic supply. Global benchmark Brent crude has 
risen by more than 50 per cent to around $110 per barrel since the start of the Iran war on February 28, amid 
disruptions to energy infrastructure and shipping routes, including the Strait of Hormuz. 
https://www.business-standard.com/economy/news/government-cuts-fuel-excise-duty-imposes-export-levy-
on-diesel-atf-126032700327_1.html 
 
Government restores full RoDTEP benefits to ease export pressure from West Asia disruptions 
The Government of India has reinstated the full rates and value caps under the RoDTEP (Remission of Duties 
and Taxes on Exported Products) Scheme for all eligible exports, effective March 23, 2026, in response to 
ongoing trade disruptions in West Asia. Recent geopolitical developments in the region have disrupted 
maritime logistics, leading to rerouted shipments, longer transit times, and higher freight costs for exporters. 
To mitigate these challenges, the government has rolled back the earlier 50% restriction on RoDTEP benefits 
that was introduced on February 23, 2026. 
https://www.business-standard.com/markets/capital-market-news/government-restores-full-rodtep-benefits-
to-ease-export-pressure-from-west-asia-disruptions-126032400423_1.html 
 
Government amends guidelines for interest subvention support for export credit 
The government on Friday amended guidelines for interest subvention support for pre- and post-shipment 
export credit under Rs 25,060 crore export promotion mission. As per the changes, interest subvention shall not 
be admissible from the date on which the loan account is classified as a non-performing asset (NPA), and no 
subvention benefit shall be extended with effect from such date. In a trade notice, the Directorate General of 
Foreign Trade said that the interest subvention scheme will be applicable only in respect of export credit 
disbursed on or after January 2. 
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/foreign-trade/government-amends-guidelines-for-
interest-subvention-support-for-export-credit/articleshow/129704748.cms  
 
DGTR initiates probe against imports of Chinese, Indonesian paperboards 
India has initiated a probe against imports of subsidised Chinese and Indonesian paperboards as it is allegedly 
impacting domestic players, according to a notification. The commerce ministry's investigation arm Directorate 
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General of Trade Remedies (DGTR) has started the exercise following a complaint filed by Indian Paper 
Manufacturers' Association on behalf of the domestic industry. 
https://www.business-standard.com/economy/news/dgtr-initiates-probe-against-imports-of-chinese-
indonesian-paperboards-126032600523_1.html 
 
Anti dumping duty suggested on spandex, raw material for foam imported from China, Vietnam 
The Directorate General of Trade Remedies (DGTR) has recommended anti-dumping duties for five years on 
imports of spandex or elastane from China and Vietnam and flexible slabstock polycol from China and Vietnam 
for a period of five years. The duty on elastomeric filament yarn or spandex ranges from $794-2033 per metric 
tonne after examination of a complaint by Indo Rama while on flexible slabstock polycol from China and Vietnam 
range from $72-312 per metric tonne based on a complaint by Manali Petrochemicals. 
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/foreign-trade/anti-dumping-duty-suggested-on-
spandex-raw-material-for-foam-imported-from-china-vietnam/articleshow/129703761.cms  
 
DGTR recommends anti-dumping duty on rayon yarn imports from China 
India's Directorate General of Trade Remedies, a body under the trade ministry, has recommended anti-dumping 

duties ranging from $386 to $1,071 per metric ton on ⁠imports ⁠of viscose rayon filament yarn from China, a 
government notification said on Monday. The trade remedies authority recommended anti-dumping duties on 

viscose rayon filament yarn above 75 deniers imported from China, a type ⁠of man-made fibre widely used in 
textiles, the notification said. 
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/foreign-trade/dgtr-recommends-anti-dumping-duty-
on-rayon-yarn-imports-from-china/articleshow/129743682.cms  
 
Supply woes spur call for easing quality curbs on critical imports 
Faced with supply disruptions amid the West Asia war, India Inc has urged the Centre to relax Quality Control 
Orders (QCOs), to diversify sourcing of critical components to alternative bases, including China. A senior 
official at Bureau of Indian Standards confirmed industries including automotive, electronics and steel have 
requested the rescinding of QCOs, which make BIS certification mandatory to manufacture, import and 
distribute hundreds of products, components and raw materials. 
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/foreign-trade/supply-woes-spur-call-for-easing-
quality-curbs-on-critical-imports/articleshow/129761269.cms 
 

Notifications by DGFT  
 
Amendments in Standard Input Output Norms (SION) A-2005 
https://content.dgft.gov.in/Website/dgftprod/310e6066-2268-465a-98ac-75a9b7476cbb/PN52%20Eng.pdf  
 
Clarification on Support for Interest Subvention for pre-shipment and post-shipment credit 
https://content.dgft.gov.in/Website/dgftprod/48e5f084-374e-49c0-b613-d53019d6d77a/Trade%20Notice-
%20Clarifications%20on%20EPM%20Interest%20Subvention%20Support.pdf  
 
Time-limited Support for Exporters in view of Geopolitical Disruptions in the Gulf and West Asia Maritime 
Corridor 
https://content.dgft.gov.in/Website/dgftprod/9b2e26d9-c1e7-47bb-86ee-
c0f708df1c19/notification%20no%2065%20English_0001.pdf  
 
Restoration of RoDTEP rates - reg 
https://content.dgft.gov.in/Website/dgftprod/a303c7f9-562e-4089-b34b-
7971253e5e03/Notification%2066%20English_0001-merged.pdf  
 
Extension in the validity of TRQ Authorisation for import of gold under India-UAE CEPA (Tariff Head 7108) 
issued in FY 2025-26, till 30.06.2026 - reg. 
https://content.dgft.gov.in/Website/dgftprod/0c723f95-5ef9-4e42-9023-
ba1cdf98f056/PN%2053%20English_0001.pdf  
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Notifications by DGTR 
 
Initiation of sunset review of anti-dumping duties concerning imports of Seamless Tubes, Pipes & Hollow 
Profiles of Iron, Alloy or Non-Alloy Steel originating in or exported from China PR 
https://dgtr.gov.in/sites/default/files/2026-03/NOI_ENG.pdf  
 
Initiation of Sunset Review Investigation of Anti-Dumping Duties concerning imports of "Certain Flat Rolled 
Aluminium Products" from China PR. 
https://dgtr.gov.in/sites/default/files/2026-03/Initiation_Notification_Eng_FRP_20.03.2026.pdf  
 
Initiation of Countervailing duty/Anti-Subsidy investigation concerning imports of Multilayer Paperboard 
originating in or exported from China PR and Indonesia. 
https://dgtr.gov.in/sites/default/files/2026-03/Initiation_Notification_Eng_MPB_CVD_20.03.2026.pdf  
 
Initiation of Sunset review investigation of anti-dumping duties concerning imports of "Axle for Trailers" 
originating in or exported from China PR.  
https://dgtr.gov.in/sites/default/files/2026-03/Initiation_Notification_Eng_Axle%20Trailer_20.03.2026.pdf  
 
Initiation of Sunset review of anti-dumping duty concerning imports of Sodium Hydrosulphite from China PR. 
https://dgtr.gov.in/sites/default/files/2026-03/Initiation_Notification_Eng_SHS_20.03.2026.pdf 
 
Initiation of Countervailing duty/Anti-Subsidy investigation concerning imports of Multilayer Paperboard 
originating in or Initiation of  exported from China PR and Indonesia.   
https://dgtr.gov.in/sites/default/files/2026-03/Initiation_Notification_Eng_MPB_CVD_20.03.2026.pdf  
 
Initiation of Sunset review investigation of anti-dumping duties concerning imports of "Axle for Trailers" 
originating in or exported from China PR.  
https://dgtr.gov.in/sites/default/files/2026-03/Initiation_Notification_Eng_Axle%20Trailer_20.03.2026.pdf  
 
Initiation of Sunset review of anti-dumping duty concerning imports of Sodium Hydrosulphite from China PR. 
https://dgtr.gov.in/sites/default/files/2026-03/Initiation_Notification_Eng_SHS_20.03.2026.pdf  
 
Initiation of New Shipper Review for determination of individual dumping margin concerning Anti-dumping 
duty imposed on “Anodized aluminium frames for solar panels/modules" originating in or exported from 
China PR. 
https://dgtr.gov.in/sites/default/files/2026-03/English%20Anodized%20NSR%20.pdf  
 
Anti-dumping investigation concerning imports of “Certain azepine intermediates, viz. ISBCC and 10 MISB and 
their precursor, IDB” originating in or exported from China PR. 
https://dgtr.gov.in/sites/default/files/2026-03/Azepine%20ENG.pdf  
 
Initiation of New Shipper Review in the case of Anti-dumping duty imposed on “Anodized aluminium frames 
for solar panels/modules" originating in or exported from China PR. 
https://dgtr.gov.in/sites/default/files/2026-03/English%20Anodized%20NSR%20.pdf  
 
Initiation of sunset review investigation of anti-dumping duty on imports of "Untreated Fumed Silica” 
originating in or exported from China PR. 
https://dgtr.gov.in/sites/default/files/2026-03/UFS%20ENG%20Initiation.pdf  
 
Final findings in Sunset review of anti-dumping duty concerning imports of Polyethylene Terephthalate (PET) 
Resin originating in or exported from China PR. 
https://dgtr.gov.in/sites/default/files/2026-03/PET%20Resin%20Eng%20FF%20Signed%20(1).pdf  
 
Final Finding in the anti-dumping investigation concerning imports of "Sulphenamides Accelerators" 
originating in or exported from the People's Republic of China, the European Union and the United States of 
America. 

https://dgtr.gov.in/sites/default/files/2026-03/NOI_ENG.pdf
https://dgtr.gov.in/sites/default/files/2026-03/Initiation_Notification_Eng_FRP_20.03.2026.pdf
https://dgtr.gov.in/sites/default/files/2026-03/Initiation_Notification_Eng_MPB_CVD_20.03.2026.pdf
https://dgtr.gov.in/sites/default/files/2026-03/Initiation_Notification_Eng_Axle%20Trailer_20.03.2026.pdf
https://dgtr.gov.in/sites/default/files/2026-03/Initiation_Notification_Eng_SHS_20.03.2026.pdf
https://dgtr.gov.in/sites/default/files/2026-03/Initiation_Notification_Eng_MPB_CVD_20.03.2026.pdf
https://dgtr.gov.in/sites/default/files/2026-03/Initiation_Notification_Eng_Axle%20Trailer_20.03.2026.pdf
https://dgtr.gov.in/sites/default/files/2026-03/Initiation_Notification_Eng_SHS_20.03.2026.pdf
https://dgtr.gov.in/sites/default/files/2026-03/English%20Anodized%20NSR%20.pdf
https://www.dgtr.gov.in/en/anti-dumping-cases/anti-dumping-investigation-concerning-imports-certain-azepine-intermediates-viz
https://www.dgtr.gov.in/en/anti-dumping-cases/anti-dumping-investigation-concerning-imports-certain-azepine-intermediates-viz
https://dgtr.gov.in/sites/default/files/2026-03/Azepine%20ENG.pdf
https://dgtr.gov.in/sites/default/files/2026-03/English%20Anodized%20NSR%20.pdf
https://dgtr.gov.in/sites/default/files/2026-03/UFS%20ENG%20Initiation.pdf
https://dgtr.gov.in/sites/default/files/2026-03/PET%20Resin%20Eng%20FF%20Signed%20(1).pdf


https://dgtr.gov.in/sites/default/files/2026-03/NCV_FF_SA_0001.pdf  
 
Final Findings in Anti-dumping investigation concerning imports of “Emulsion Styrene Butadiene Rubber of 
1500 series from the European Union, Japan, Republic of Korea (“Korea RP”), Russian Federation (“Russia”) 
and the Kingdom of Thailand (“Thailand”). 
https://dgtr.gov.in/sites/default/files/2026-03/NCV%20Eng%20FF%20Signed%20(2).pdf  
 
Preliminary Findings in Anti-dumping investigation concerning imports of “Polyethylene Terephthalate Film” 
(“PET Films”) originating in or exported from Bangladesh, China PR and Thailand.  
https://dgtr.gov.in/sites/default/files/2026-03/PF-NCV_English.pdf  
 

Notifications by CBIC 
 
Fixation of Tariff Value of Edible Oils, Brass Scrap, Areca Nut, Gold and Silver 
https://taxinformation.cbic.gov.in/view-pdf/1010593/ENG/Notifications  
 
Customs (Electronic Cash Ledger) (Amendment) Regulations, 2026 
https://taxinformation.cbic.gov.in/view-pdf/1010595/ENG/Notifications  
 

Exemption of  imports of Aviation Turbine Fuel from whole of the additional duty of Customs leviable 
thereon under sub-section (1) of section 3 of Customs Tariff Act as is equivalent to the amount of Special 
Additional Excise Duty 
https://taxinformation.cbic.gov.in/view-pdf/1010606/ENG/Notifications  
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