
 

 

 

 

FICCI’s Traditional Industries Expo 2015 
21

st
 – 23

rd
 August 2015, Chennai Trade Centre, Nandambakkam, Chennai 

 

A Prelude to the Tamil Nadu Global Investors Meet 2015  

 

 

Traditional Industries of Tamil Nadu – Overview  

FICCI Tamil Nadu State Council with the support of the Government of Tamil Nadu 

conducted the Traditional Industries Exposition 2015. The Traditional Industry Expo had 

been designed to showcase and promote the industries that are native to the state of Tamil 

Nadu such as Textiles, Leather, Handicrafts and Handlooms.  The event was conducted as a 

prelude event to the Global Investors Meet 2015 highlighting industrial culture of Tamil 

Nadu even in the bygone era.  The event was partnered by Poompuhar, Cooptex, NIFT and 

Dakshinchitra.  

 

The Textile Industry of Tamil Nadu has a significant presence in the National and State 

economy. It is the forerunner in Industrial development and in providing massive 

employment in the State. Handloom, Powerloom, Spinning, Processing, Garment and 

Hosiery are the various sectors of the Textile Industry in Tamil Nadu. It is the largest 

economic activity next only to Agriculture in providing direct and indirect employment. 

Handloom Sector occupies a place of pride in preserving the country's heritage and culture 

and plays a vital role in the economy of the country. It has a long tradition par excellence in 

its craftsmanship. The Powerloom Sector in Tamil Nadu has also been playing an important 

role in meeting the clothing needs of the people. The Powerloom Sector in Tamil Nadu is 

next only to Maharashtra in terms of number of looms. The Textiles Sector in Tamil Nadu is 

predominantly in the private sector, spinning oriented and labour-intensive because of the 

preponderance of the decentralized sector in most of the segments of the industry. The 

Textile Industry has a very important role to play in the industrial field with regard to 

employment potential, overall economic and commercial activities. This Industry enables the 

Central and State Governments to earn substantial revenue besides foreign exchange through 

exports. 

 

Out of 1,083 tanneries in India, more than half i.e 577 are in Tamil Nadu and of the 577, 

Chennai City and the North Arcot district account for as many as 397 tanneries. The 

production in Tamil Nadu is 44% of the total all-India production. Over 66% of the total 



production in Tamil Nadu is from the Chennai and North Arcot regions. Tamil Nadu has 

emerged on top with highest share of about 35 per cent in total leather and leather products’ 

exports from India as of 2012-13, according to a recently concluded sector-specific study by 

apex industry. 

 

The handicrafts of Tamil Nadu showcase the profuse history of Tamil culture and traditions 

that has grown over the ages. The different crafts of Tamil Nadu add elegance and splendor 

to lifestyles of People in Tamil Nadu and all over the world. The various crafts of Tamil 

Nadu include Tanjore Paintings, Jewelry, Woodcarving, Stone Carving, Pottery etc. The 

traditional ornate paintings, known as Tanjore paintings of Tamil Nadu are most distinct 

paintings of the state. These paintings use pure gold foils and semi precious stones for 

decoration. 

 

The  Indian  Gems & Jewellery  Industry  is  the  back  bone  of  the economy  by  being  one  

of  the  major  contributors towards the export led growth of India. The industry has gained 

global popularity because of  its  talented  craftsmen,  its  superior  practices  in  cutting  and  

polishing fine  diamonds  and  precious stones and its cost efficiencies. The two major 

segments of the industry are gold jewellery (covers around 80% of the jewellery market) and 

diamonds.  India is one of the world’s largest manufacturers of cut and polished diamond 

with an aggregate contribution of approx. 60% of the world’s supply in terms of value and 

80% in terms of volume 

 

Thiru P.Thangamani, Hon’ble Minister for Industries and Transport, Govt. of Tamil Nadu 

inaugurated the exposition and distributed awards to the artisans involved in this sector for 

their contribution.  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The event was organized at the Chennai Trade Centre, Nandambakkam on 21
st
 – 23

rd
 August 

2015 and received about 5000 -7000 participants.  The event was completely designed with 

the technical assistance for design from the  National Institute of Fashion Technology (NIFT) 

and brought together about 100 stalls comprising of Artisans from Dakshinchitra who 

demonstrated live preparations of Terracotta creations, Anakpattur Weavers Association who 

demonstrated how Sareees were made from Banana Fibre, Organic Materials etc.  

It also had handicrafts section taken up exclusively by Poompuhar and local vendors who are 

engaged in producing such items. This was followed by the handlooms section where 

Cooptex had an exclusive stalls promoting the traditional silk sarees and various saress along 

with the handlooms district weavers society from various districts who displayed a variety of 

Sarees and ethnic dresses.  The Gems and Jewellery featured famous jewellers and diamond 

merchants showcasing their products with traditional designs. The Leather section was quiet 

modern displaying leather items from bags, belts, shoes to wallets.  

 

Event Glimpses  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

Exlcusive TIE 2015 Fashion Show on Tradtional Indusries of Tamil Nadu  

As a part of promoting the traditional handlooms and other sectors a fashion show was 

organized with the support of Cooptex and other partners.  The fashion show included 

eminent personalities such as Dr. Kamala Selvaraj is an Obstetrician and Gynecologist, Ms. 

Anita Ratnam Indian classical and contemporary dancer and choreographer and Ms. Malgudi 

Subha, Playback Singer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PRESS COVERAGE  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



Sangamam Press Coverage – Page 1 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Sangamam Press Coverage – Page 2 



                                       

     



                                    

 


