






The Summit was organised on FICCI's fully secured, virtual event platform 
BIKE (a global facility for Business, Information, Knowledge and 
Education) and witnessed registrations of over 3000 delegates (including 
320 international delegates from 74 countries), and over 4800 logins. The 
key features of the Summit were Panel Sessions, Masterclasses, Exhibition, 
Vice Chancellors'- CEOs' Roundtable, FICCI Higher Education Excellence 
Awards and B2B meetings.

The Federation of Indian Chamber of Commerce & Industry (FICCI) jointly 
with Ministry of Education and the Ministry of Commerce and Industry, 

thGovernment of India organised the 16  FICCI Higher Education Summit 
2021, in a virtual mode, from February 25-27, 2021, on the theme “Higher 
Education @ 2030 : R.I.S.E. (Resilience. Innovation. Sustainability. 
Enterprise.)”.

As we move towards self-reliance, it is imperative for universities and 
higher education institutions (HEIs) to develop an ecosystem that instils 
resilience, encourages innovation, promotes sustainability  and enables 
the future workforce to be enterprising and be ready to face the disruptive 
future. While the pandemic has already accelerated transformational 
change at the institutional level, it is important for other stakeholders 
including the government, industry, and society to work towards making 
systemic changes and build a robust, resilient, student-centric and 
futuristic higher education system.

Over the years, the FICCI Higher Education Summit has evolved into a 
thought leadership forum and brings together key stakeholders including 
policy makers, educationists, industry leaders and students to deliberate 

st upon strategies and share best practices that helps in developing a 21
century education system. This year, the Summit was inaugurated by 
Shri Ramesh Pokhriyal 'Nishank', Hon'ble Minister of Education, Govt. of 
India. Shri Piyush Goyal, Hon'ble Minister of Commerce and Industry, 
Railways and Consumer Affairs, Food and Public Distribution, Govt of India 
joined the Minister ial  session on Day-2 of  the conference. 
Mr Suresh Prabhu, India's Sherpa to G20/G7 was invited as the Chief guest 

th for the 7 FICCI Higher Education Excellence Awards. Other key dignitaries 
at the Summit Dr R A Mashelkar, National Research Professor and 
Chancellor, Institute of Chemical Technology, Prof Michael Crow, 
President, Arizona State University, Dr Subra Suresh, President, Nanyang 
Technical University (NTU), Singapore, Dr Shekhar Mande, Director 
General, CSIR and Mr T V Mohandas Pai, Chairman, Manipal Global 
Education
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Addressing the second day of the Summit, Shri Goyal said 
that the NEP 2020 has given focus to research, innovation, 
entrepreneurship, skill development, and creation of 
knowledge that goes beyond a mere academic report 
card. The Minister highlighted that NEP's thrust on quality 
education will not only transform the way we educate our 
children but will also make India the knowledge capital of 
the world. Elaborating on the education policy, Shri Goyal 
further said that the NEP allows students to be more 
creative in their chosen fields. “Liberal education is 
something that we need to engage with, in a much bigger 
way, besides focussing on personality development, 
moral sciences, and inculcating a reading habit and spirit 
of nationalism,” remarked the Minister. Highlighting the 
need to rightfully harness our knowledge systems, he  
called upon all stakeholders to work together to prepare a 
roadmap for the 7 billion citizens of the world.








































