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Tamil Nadu State Council


Report on 
TAMIL NADU HIGHER EDUCATION SUMMIT 2025
16th April 2025 (Wed) - 2.30pm to 6.00pm, Hotel Taj Coromandel, Nungambakkam, Chennai
FICCI Tamil Nadu State Council organized the 2nd edition of TAMIL NADU HIGHER EDUCATION SUMMIT 2025 held on Wednesday, 16th April 2025 between 2.30pm and 6.00pm, Hotel Taj Coromandel, Nungambakkam, Chennai wherein more than 200 participants from Leading Universities and Colleges participated and benefited. The event was supported by Hindustan Institute of Technology and Science (HITS) and L & T Infotech
Dr. GOVI. CHEZHIAAN, Hon'ble Minister for Higher Education, Government of Tamil Nadu emphasized the need to make artificial intelligence education accessible beyond elite institutions. He advocated for empowering tier-2 and tier-3 colleges, particularly in rural areas, with the necessary infrastructure, faculty, and digital tools to deliver high-quality AI education. Highlighting Tamil Nadu's progress in higher education, he stated, "Tamil Nadu's Gross Enrollment Ratio in higher education stands at over 51%, significantly surpassing the national average of around 28%. This achievement underscores the state's commitment to inclusive and accessible tertiary education. 

With a literacy rate of 82.9% and commendable female literacy figures, we are steadily progressing towards universal education and skill development."

He credited the Hon'ble Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu, Thiru M. K. STALIN, for creating an ecosystem that promotes higher education in the state, thereby reducing student migration to northern states."
Dr. GSK VELU, Chairman, FICCI Tamil Nadu State Council emphasized, “As we stand at the intersection of rapid technological change and a globalized economy, it is crucial that we reimagine our higher education framework to build a truly future-ready Tamil Nadu.”
Mr. BHUPESH NAGARAJAN, Co-Chairman, FICCI Tamil Nadu State Council & CMD, Indira Group of Companies, delivered introductory remarks highlighting the necessity and potential of hosting a higher education summit. The summit aims to facilitate idea-sharing among educationists and intellectuals on diverse educational concepts, ultimately benefiting all participants.
Dr. ASHOK G VERGHESE, Convenor, FICCI Tamil Nadu Education Panel & Pro Chancellor, Hindustan Institute of Technology and Science (HITS) highlighted Tamil Nadu's leadership in education, marked by innovative ideas emerging from universities and academic bodies. He emphasized the importance of industry-academia collaboration, noting significant investments in this area. He stressed the need for creating a skilled talent pool through proper training of youngsters by industries. He pointed out growth opportunities in sectors like aviation and the potential of the 'Make in India' initiative.
Dr. M. RAJARAM (IAS Retired), Advisor to Hindustan Group of Institutions and Dr. B. ANBUTHAMBI, Co-Convenor, FICCI Tamil Nadu Education Panel & Head – Strategy & Partnerships, L&T EduTech, also addressed the gathering.
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