[image: image1.jpg]&Iil/CCI




Tamil Nadu State Council


Report on 
AWARENESS PROGRAM ON 
ESG & SUSTAINABLE BUSINESS PRACTICES FOR MSMEs
Tuesday, 25 March 2025, Hotel Ramada Plaza (Venthar Hall), Guindy, Chennai
The FICCI Tamil Nadu State Council, under the aegis of the FICCI Centre for Sustainability Leadership and supported by COSIDICI and TANSTIA, successfully organized the Awareness Program on “ESG & Sustainable Business Practices for MSMEs.” The event witnessed participation from over 150 delegates, including MSME entrepreneurs, sustainability professionals, consultants, industry associations, financial institutions, and policymakers.

Shri. HANS RAJ VERMA, Director General, COSIDICI and Chairman, ITCOT Ltd., spoke about the critical role of MSMEs in making India a global manufacturing hub. Amidst geopolitical and economic shifts, he said India is poised for industrial leadership—driven by its MSME sector. However, infrastructure gaps, competitive pressures, and evolving global standards require MSMEs to embrace modern, sustainable practices. He advocated for the adoption of ESG performance metrics—such as carbon footprint, water neutrality, and biodiversity impact—and encouraged Tamil Nadu to set a national example through biodiversity partnerships and renewable energy leadership. He affirmed COSIDICI’s commitment to handhold MSMEs through mentorship, training, and policy engagement to help achieve the “Viksit Bharat 2047” vision.

Dr. GSK VELU, Chairman, FICCI Tamil Nadu State Council and CMD, Trivitron Healthcare / Neuberg Diagnostics, delivered the inaugural address. He emphasized that sustainability has evolved into a strategic necessity rather than a corporate buzzword. Citing Tamil Nadu’s pioneering efforts, including the Green Industrial Corridor initiative, he underscored how MSMEs can leverage ESG to increase efficiency, strengthen stakeholder trust, reduce costs, and access green financing. He stated that MSMEs, who contribute significantly to India’s GDP and employment, must adopt ESG not just for compliance, but as a proactive strategy to future-proof their businesses and remain competitive in both domestic and international markets.
Mr. C.K. MOHAN, Secretary General, TANSTIA, highlighted the challenges faced by smaller industries in adopting ESG practices and called for collaborative initiatives between industry bodies and the government to build awareness, tools, and knowledge-sharing platforms.

Mr. S. SURESH BABUJI, Deputy Director, MSME Development and Facilitation Office, Government of India, presented an overview of various government schemes that support MSMEs in sustainable transformation. He urged entrepreneurs to utilize these schemes for improving compliance, resource efficiency, and market readiness.
Mr. BHUPESH NAGARAJAN, Co-Chairman, FICCI Tamil Nadu State Council, thanked all participants and partners for their active involvement. He emphasized that ESG adoption is not just a compliance measure but a strategic opportunity for MSMEs to build resilience and competitiveness. He reiterated FICCI’s commitment to supporting MSMEs through advocacy, capacity building, and collaboration, encouraging them to view sustainability as a long-term investment for growth.
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