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Secretary 28th March 2020
Dear Colleagues,

At the outset, I would like to acknowledge and appreciate the efforts that are being
made by all the States and UTs and the Central Ministries to combat and manage the COVID-
19 pandemic that we all are confronted with. Several hospitals are being prepared with
isolation beds and facilities for ICUs, ventilators etc. for the present and the future
requirements of treatment of COVID-19 suspected and confirmed patients by the States and
Central Ministries.

2 In this regard, I would like to emphasise that identifying isolation beds within the
indoor wards of a hospital could lead to intermingling of patients and runs the danger of
hospital itself becoming a hub for transmitting the disease. Hence it is important we create
exclusive dedicated hospitals or separate blocks within the hospitals (both for OPD as well
as IPD care) with separate entry and exit points for the management of COVID-19 cases. .

3. Several States and Central Ministries have already made arrangements for shifting the
existing patients in the earmarked dedicated hospitals/blocks to other hospitals so that a
fully dedicated stand-alone hospital / Block for management of COVID-19 patients can be
created. The dedicated stand-alone hospital / Block for COVID-19 would be able to provide
specialised care for the unique needs of the confirmed COVID-19 cases and also prevent the
risk of transmitting the disease to others. This stand-alone hospital would require all
supportive and ancillary services including ICU, Critical Care Unit [that should preferably
include Extracorporeal Membrane Oxygenation (ECMO) services], laboratory services,
imaging services, kitchen, laundry etc. It would also require dedicated health force to work
in this hospital.

4. I, therefore, request you to kindly ensure that as many as possible dedicated
hospitals/blocks for COVID-19 case management are earmarked and kept ready to treat the
COVID-19 cases. These dedicated hospitals be also publicly notified by the States/Central
Ministries to instil confidence among the public about our state of readiness.
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Your cerely,

(Preeti Sud 137
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