Speech by Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru,
Prime Minister of India in FICCI's 21st AGM

The Honourable Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru (Prime Minister of India)

A Delegate requested that the Prime Minister's speech might be made in
Hindustani.
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(At the request of another Delegate, the Honourable Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru
delivered the rest of his speech in English)

There are one or two things. One is this. I have long thought as a Congressman
that cottage industries should be developed, and I have never considered them
as something opposed to large-scale industries. In the present context of things
I am quite convinced that, apart from the long-distance programme of industrial
development, the only way of meeting the present crisis is the immediate
development of cottage industries. I think so quite independently of my Congress
background. The question as to the difficulty in getting capital goods, wherefrom
capital goods will come, whether America will now send them to us, etc. should
not stand in our way. Obviously, we should try to get them from where we can.
But we must begin to think of using our existing resources to the utmost. Take
for instance the housing difficulties in Delhi. Now, some Departments work like
that - that is, they speak of the shortage of steel and cement; and because steel
and cement are not available, therefore nothing is done. I do not think that is a
good enough approach. If there is insufficiency of steel and cement, there is quite
enough earth here and mud-houses can be put up for people to live in, including
for high officials of Government. Not only this. Something must be done in the
same way in regard to industrial development. Our waiting for big machinery to
come and for big schemes to develop is not a satisfactory approach. For, even if
machinery comes, the big schemes take some years to develop. The only thing
that can be done fairly quickly is something on a widespread cottage scale. You
may use electric power or small machines if you like. I am not thinking in terms
of machinery as an evil or anything like that. Nevertheless, we must try to
develop production in a large way on a cottage scale. If we try to do that, it will
improve matters very much, apart from the employment to considerable number
of persons it will provide. In this way we should try to tackle these matters.

With regard to nationalisation I should like to say one thing. Whether any
particular industry is nationalised or is run as a semi-State corporation, it should
function on the lines, if you like, of private business, that is to say, not on a
departmental level - I do not like the departmental way of carrying on business
so that it will approximate to the same way of carrying on business as any
efficient private businessman will do.

Lastly, you said something about South-East Asia. Surely, it is not necessary for
you to ask me or my government to take interest in Indians in Burma or Indians
overseas anywhere else. It is our duty; we intend, and we are trying to do our
utmost for them. But there are two difficulties. One is that we are dealing with
independent units and the question arises whether Indians there are nationals of
that country or are aliens. We are apt to think too much of the old state of affairs
so that we consider these subjects on the old lines. We appealed to the India
Office and Colonial Office to protect the interests of Indians there. Indians in
these places have to choose whether they will be nationals of the country they
are residing in or not. The second difficulty is this. If the Governments in the
various places bring any discriminatory legislation against Indians in particular



we can oppose such legislation. But where it is equally applicable to all the people
there, it becomes a little more difficult for us to protest against that, although in
effect it may injure our people more than the others. Suppose there is a measure
which makes a change in their social structure. How are we to come in the way
of their changing it simply because in that process something happens to our
disadvantage? It is a difficult problem. Anyhow it is up to us to do our utmost to
protect the interests of Indians overseas.

In regard to South-East Asia, if we forget for a moment our present difficulties, I
think the South-East Asia region is going to develop a close co-operation with
India, because everything points to that-close economic relations and also
geographical and strategic. In fact the Indian Ocean region is so very nearly
situated to, India that anything that happens in that region affects India and is
affected by India. We cannot help it. Of course if India goes to pieces, then it is
a different matter. But so long as India is a big running concern it will continue
to play an important part in the region of South-East Asia. Now, I am not thinking
in terms of India becoming the leader of South-East Asia. People with an
Imperialist outlook talk like that. They may do so. There are Socialist and
Communist ideas. But we must not think in terms of India sort of dominating the
South-East Asia region but rather as co-operating with the other countries in the
region in building-up a common sphere of action, economic and the rest. Our
close association with these countries - Nepal, Ceylon, Malaya, Siam, Indonesia
(I may not include Indo-China just at present) and so on will grow, not
immediately, but it will grow. On the other side there is Pakistan. I do not know
how far its association or co-operation with other countries will extend. I am not
clear about that in my mind. But certainly, Pakistan obviously comes within this
sphere both from the defence and also from the economic point of view. So that,
in all the South and South-East Asia region some sort of economic grouping is
likely to take place. Statesmen of countries bordering India and in India are
thinking on these lines now. If we have our hands free from these troubles there
are talks of war at present something on those lines will develop. The
development of closer co-operation with South-East Asia is hot meant to be a
grouping against any other group. But groups with guilty conscience cannot think
except in terms of injury to them or evil designs against them. It is quite
inevitable that there should be this economic grouping for mutual advantages not
for being directed against anybody but just for preserving our own freedom and
for helping each other if we can. Ultimately in the South-East Asia group Australia
and New Zealand will also find a place. Geographically they are bound to come
into that group. It is not a racial idea, it is not a religious or any other idea, but
it is essentially one based on geography which ultimately has a powerful influence
on future policy.

Let me say something about the business community. I am not quite clear that
we have marched on as successfully as we would have liked to. We have not.
Whatever our virtues and failings may be, I invite you to point out our mistakes
in a friendly way; or if you like in any other way. Naturally we want to help you.
We may have to face difficulties. We want your goodwill and co-operation and we
are prepared to extend our help and co-operation. It is only our duty to help all
sections of the community. Thank you. Jai Hind.



