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The PresideIJ,t, Lala Shri Ram, requesting Mahatma Gandhi to 
- declare the proceedings of the Fourth ,Annual Session of the

Federation open, delivered the following speech:-

Respected Mahatmaji, Ladies and �_entlemen, 

I welcome you all to this the 'Fourth �ual Session of our 
Federation .. ·We are makin,g a new departure this year in holding 
our Sessio� as late as .April, but I am sure you will all be gratified 
to see Mahatmaji amongst us to inaugurate the proceedings of this, 
Conference and this would not have been possible if we had held 
our meeting earlier in tb:e year. We are justly proud - of the 
Mahatma; he is ·not only a national asset but a world force, the 
idol not merely of his countrymen but of all those with whom the 
moral and the spiritual forces count' more than the physical and 
the material issues .. The cquntry owes him a deep debt of grati­
tude for the phenomenal awakening in the country and for the 
confidence he has' created in the masses by tne movement he 
inaugurated a year ago for the attai�ent of Swaraj. ;t\fay I, on 
behalf of the Indian commercial community, assure you, Sir, that 
we all feel it a rare honour and a. great privilege . to have you 
amopgst us here to-day. , In view of what His Excellency• the 

' Viceroy _ said last year about his inabilit� to preside this year 
over the· deliberations of the Federation, it was not possible for 
him to be a�ongst us to-day. We should have been, howev:er; glad 
if His Excellency had been present here to receive from us per­
sonally our felicitations on the truce that 'he has hielped to bring 
about. His Excellency will soon be retiring from India and on 
behalf of the Indian commercial community I am taking this 
opportunity of �equesting him to continue to use his good ,offices 
towards consolidating the peace arrived at by securing for this-
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"" A list of ·the affiliated Member-Bodies of the Fed�ration 
with their representatives is printed as A ppendix A. 
























