
Pandit J awaharlal Nehru, Members -of the Cabinet,, and Gentlem�n, 

, I 
• 

It gives me great pleasure in extending to 'yo,u all a hearty welcome 
here today. I feel particularly happy this morning as it is my good 
fortune to offer on behalf of thecpederation its warmest welcome for the 
first'time to you,,Mr. Prime Minister, and to your colleagues, as Minis­
ters of a Sovereign and Independent India. We are also· very grateful -
to yo�, Mr. Prime Minister, for sparing the time to come her.e this 
mormng. 

2. We are, however, meeting under the shadow of an unprece- •
dented national tragedy.-.-- Mahatma Gandhi, the architect of India's 
freedom and the father of the Indian nation met his death at the hands 
of a fanatic. In him, the country has lost one who had fought its battles , 
for the attainment of freedom and to whom the country was looking 
forward to guide its destinies. In him, humanity has lost a Saviour 
whose memory will rank with those of Jesus and Buddha. To us who 
were privileged to call him our countryman his loss has been felt like a 
personal bereavement. Let us1 hope that his life would be a source of 
inspiration and strength both to Government and to people, in their 
task of creating for India a place , of honour in the comity of nations. 

3. The Indian commercial community and particularly the Fede­
ration has suffered an irreparable loss in the premature death of Sjt. Devi 
Prasad Khaitan. Mr. K.haitan was one of the founder members of the 
�ederation and served it since its inception for a period of well over 21 
years. In him we have not only lost a !=<;>lleague but a staunch fighter 
in the cause of commercial community and privat� enterprise. 

4. Since we met last March, India has, Friends, passed through
most sti�ring and anxious times. Political developments of great gra­
vity and' far-reaching impor_tance followed one anotl1er in rapid succes-• 
sion. They created new history not only for India but for tl1e entire 
East. It is not necessary I for me to recount today the momentous 
changes which our _ country has witnessed. Suffice it to say that: the 
15th August 1947 heralded the dawn of a new age and a new era for 
our country. It made India an independent sovereign State. On that 
memorable day India got the power and the opportunities to- shape the 
destiny of her own people. While it was a prou� day for all Indians, 
it was the proudest, day in the history of the Indian National Congress. 
The strenuous struggles and the serious sacrifices 9f its illustrious leaders 
like yourself, Mr. Prime Minister, and your colleagues, for the last sixty 
years, in the fight for fi:eedom, created such forces as enabled India to 
be ultimately free from the subjection to her foreign rulers. May I 
therefore, convey on behalf of the commercial community, the� pro-

, found sense of deep and undying gratitude to all those gr.eat patriots 
whose struggles and sacrifices enabled that great national institution of 
India-the Congress-to win freedom for ,our motherland, and wish 

The President, Mr. M. A. Master, delivered the following speech in 
requesting Pandit Nehru to inaugurate the proceedings of the 21st , 
Annual Session of the Federation:-






































