
The P1t·esident, Mr. G. D� Birla, M. L.A., in requesting His 
Excellency the Viceroy to declare th-e  proceed­ings of the 
Third Session open said:-

y our Excelleucr and Gentlemen, 

- It js my proud privilege to accord to Your Excellency
a hearty welcome oµ behalf of Indian Commerce- and

� 
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, ;J. Industry as 1·epresented by the Federation. - We 
fully -appreciate the honour you have done us-not for the 
first {t" time-by your presence as the Viceroy and 
Governor-Gcnerai of India at our Annual Meeting, and I 
respectfully tender to Your Excellency our grateful thanks for 
yom· very kind response to our invitation. I also extend our 
welcome and thanks _to the Members of your Council whom we 
are so gfad �;, to fin:i in our midst to-day. 

Our welcome to-clay is coupled _ with the most sincere 
, congratulation on Your Excellency's providential escape 

� from the recent outrage which s_qught to victimise you. No 
condemnation could be too strong for any such attempt; and 
we wish it were more widely known- and realised than it 
app&rently is that every such misdeed means a setback to 
the country's cause. It is so imm_ensely satisfactory to find 
that there has been universal reprobation of the dastardly 

- deed throughout the country, and we as a body, no less in•
,
G terested in, the well-being and prosperity of our motherland 

than any other section of the public, should like to express 
our utfor abhorrence of every such resort to violence, and to 
say that a worse disservice to the �ountry could not be 
conceived. 

� My predecessor in office referred in his speech last year 
�o the unjust exclusion of Indian - firms and nationa.ls from 
the commercial organisations in London. I am glad to be 
able to sa) that since the11 progress has been made, for which ,i 

the credit is due in a very large measure to Your Excellency. 
Indian commercial interests feel indebted to Your Excellency 
for the perscmal interest you have been taking in the matter,'- and for the beginning of a new chapter to which your efforts 
have contributed. I cannot help thinking in this connection of 
the 2oncili.atory speech of Sir Stephen Demetriadi, who set the· 
the ball rolling, and who deserves our thanks for the attitude 

"J1e has all along taken. Our thanks are also due to _8ir A. C. 
- ·chatterji, High Commissioner for India in London, for the
�very great assistance he has rendered in the matter.
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est struggle possible to keep body and soul together and are 
amongst the worst victims of unemployment. The condition 
of the masses needs no recapitulation. They do not seem to 
be suffering from unemployment to a similar extent because 
their standard of living is so low that nothing could possibly 
be lower. 

But things cannot remain as they are. The placid con­
tentment of the masses. is already disturbed. Even the 
wo1m at a certain stage begins to turn, and the dissatisfac­
tion of the dumb millions unless its causes are removed, is 
bound to make itself felt one day. Let all concerned, there­
fore, reflect calmly and seriously on the subject and adopt in 
time a far-sighted policy so that the disaster may be averted 
or at least minimised. 

A prosperous India means peace for the world; a fam­
ished India a grave menace to it. 

I would now request Your Excellency to declare the 
procoedings of this meeting open. That you should have 
found time to accept our invitation in the midst of the legis­
latjve session is- but one more proof of your deep interest in 
everything conducive to India's welfare. On behalf of the 
Federation and myself, I thank Your Excellency very warmly 
agam. (Loud Applause). 




